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In os County of 


'N OR F O LK. 


_ City and "we of Norm, 
-Concerning 


, Publick Catechizing, and their; aefoln?; - 
ans to revive it- in their ſeyerall Congregations, | 7 — 4 


Together with ſome Explanatory Dilcouge 


es annexed, declaring the particular grounds, moving to”; 
the Agreement cxprefled inthe leverall Articles. £ 
To which is at{o Subjoned,- 4 


An Exhortation to the Members off their. 


reſpeQive Congregations,exciting them ro a ſubmiſſion and my- | 
wal aMfianceof their Minifters4n this ms often”; : 


cad] 


L kr  1Cor.14-20, Brethren be not Children in underſtanding, howbeit ' in make be Cc dren. y- wa S 
V, but in underſtanding be you Men. OE EM 24 LE: 
Ez9 etiam Theo!ogus ſum, qui'mediocrem uſum, (5 peritiane ſacre Scrigttire variis og — 
ſum conſecutus, ſed non-ita efferor hoc dono quin quatidie ung cum pueris. Decalogum, Symbe- ; 
4 lum,dy decemprecepta mecum orem, (of intento corde jnſpiciam nes” tantum verba tranſciy- - +1 
rens, ſed etiam obſervans quid ſingala verba fignificent : oy fas? cum hoc non nfo ny pO 
negetiis occupor, ſentio inde certum Incommodum - Lucher in Pl; Plal. RE ens 
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'To dabonics Th po 
| red Brethren, theMinifſters of the 


l within.che-County. of Nerfok,i and Ci __ 
ans of Norwich, whether agreeing wita 
us, or diflenting from us in their perſwaſi-+. 
Ons,concerning Ecclefiaſt icall HO 


Pat Tis an excellent Rule,'p lobes: by 
= the. great Apoſtle” of the FGemiler, Go 
BE caſe of. Brettirens ; Fabpngs. of "of 
from other, ) that. -wherein they hawe 
attained ; they ſhouted yet. walks [i 54 
| 'ſarme Rule, rundinig the ſane ing , By 
verneaf wil wepreſume,: x0 offer. our 1 
Agreement inthe roatter of Caltthizing, bits ha L'4 
Fraits of our long debates, and what we” 
our ſelves, will meer with 4 deſirable acceprance ;2-0 
them. Wecannotin the leaſt doubt. (D&ar and Rewe- 
xend Brethres, } butthat many of you Giovener of di 
fering per{waſtons frow us in feme things of Eccleſt- 
afticall Order; or in regard of your remol Lk oftHa- 
| birarions, not Aſſociated with us,) bave with an equall 
| moving of Bowels with (if nor exceeding, apy 9h) us, 
confidered the ſad effects, which-the want” of. a filed * 
Diſcipline 1 in the Church; the 4iviſcews of TI in 
their' Sentiments, concerning the things of R 
and (weareafraid) ourown Ps great deficien - Woh - 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
-reſpeAive Puties, have produced inſeverall parts of 
theſe-asFvell as other Counties in this Nation, If 
both we, and our fellow Servants had not too long 
ſlept, the enemy (doubtleſs) had not ſows Tares, to 
ſuch an unhappy advantage. The conſideration of 
which, did at laſt 41arum ſome of us (more conveni- 
ently ſ{cituated for a correſpondence each with other,) 
toa ſerious conſideration of what(in this difletled eſtate 
of the Church of God amongſt us) _ by a volun- 
tary Aſſociation, and mutual Obligation laid upon each 
other, be done to give a little check to that torrent of 
confuſion, which we ſaw every day like a ſtreame of 
mighty waters ruſhing in upon us, and upon the people 
for whom we muſt be accountable in the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Having therefore fir{t agreed in ſome Rules 
- "of Order to be obſerved by us, for the managing of 
more generall, and particular meetings, for the beſt ad- 
vantage to ſonobleanend, as is thepreſerving amongſt 
us the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, thefirſt 
thing we propounded for the Subject of our debates, 
was an wniforme agreement in the Adminiſtration of all 
- the Ordinances of the Goſpell, of which the Lord had 
made us Stewards + that having by a joynt owning 
of the Dodrine containedin the Confeſſiow of Faith and 
Catechiſmes, adviſed by the late Reverend Aſſembly, de- 
clared our oneneſs of judgment in the things of God, 
We mightlikewiſe agree in the ſame practice, eſpeci- 
ally as to publick Adminiſtrations, | 09068 the Lord 
with one heart, in one and the ſame way ; and by this 
meanes _ away all ftumbling blocks out of the 
way of weak Chriſtians. . | 
Upon a ſurvey of publick Ordinances, we found 
that ſome (which we muſt look upon as publick Ordi- 
_ nances,)had been for along time diſuſed, and that ſome 


began | 
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The Fpiſtle Dediratory, 
began to queſtion, whither there were any divine war- 
rant tor them : theſe were publick Catechizing, Read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and ſinging of Pſalmes 1# the pub- 
lick Congregations. We reſolved to begin with the 
firſt, in our'debates, And becaule it is queſtioned by 
ſome, whether there be any warrant for it in holy Scrip- 
ture, or any great need or profitable uſe of it z and 0- 
thers queſtion, whether any but Children be the Sub- 
jets of it : and others are again divided in their fan- 
cies, concerning the particular. forzze of Catechiſine, - 
moſt fit to be univerſally uſed : And laſtly, (while the 
Magiſtrate pleaſeth to interpoſe his authority,) We 
perceived ſome at a loſs to determine, what could be 
done by us as Miniſters, to promove it, amongſt fro- 
ward people, who:ſhould not be found willing to ſub- 
mit themſelves to this Method-of in{truftion. We of- 
fered all theſe things firſtto the more private debates 
of our Brethren in their particular Aſſociations, who be- 
ing firſt agreed: among(t themſelves, were defired to 
ſend in their thoughts to the general meeting 5 which 

reſults of their more private debates, when we had ob- 

tained from «hem,and cameto-compare themeach with 
other, we found no difference in judgment amongſt us ' 
concerning the things,and very inconſ1derable differen- 
ces,in the Sentiments of particular Brethren,relating to 
the uniforme practice and exerciſe of them, What (mall 
diverſities there were in the {everall Papers, were;caſi-: 
ly reconciled, upon a debate in a generall Meeting, And: 
conſidering with our ſelves,what a prejudice the world 

(this part of the world eſpecially) hath entertaiged  a- 

gainſt this uſefull exerciſe, becauſe it is repreſented ro: 

them as a pwerile;exerciſe ; and by:reaſon of the ſcax-: 
dall which others have brought upon it, as tending bat; 
to a forme of knowlede , or at moſt but. to a forme of. 
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The Epiſtle Dediratory. 
redneſs, and (it their opinions)anticiputirg the teach- 
mes of cheſpirit, (which many cant'of in theſe -daies;”. 
bur wotully betray themſelves, that they know nor of 
what they ipeak, the {pirit reaching men not by Enchu- 
fianiſmes, but by and in the ute of meanes, and much, 
( $Secnndum quod 1. tws oft 0r0annm) toute E raſmus 
his expreflien). not ulmg now -adates to:teach men, to 
ſpeak diverſe Tongues, without learning the Rudi- 
ments ofthe Grammer, nor yet the Principles of the. 
Dedtrine of Chriſt, without 'meanes proportionate to 
thar-end. We lay conſidering theſe things, that we 
might -(together with our 'Brethren-1n. other parts-of 
the Nation,) beare a publick Teftimony, to the ule- 
fulnels 'of this ancient exerciſe, and let our people 
know,-upen what grounds we-have ſo deliberately pro- 

_ ceededto-the. Agreement we are.come to (through 
Gods bleffiagy upon our debates, asto the reviving the 
prctaice of this exerciſe amongſt us;” As alſo how far 
chey ſtand obliged toa ſubmufion'to it : We thought 
ſit to refer it £0-0ne of our Brethren, out of our 4ſeve- 
rall Papers to draw.up, the Summe'ot-our Agreement 
in this thing, with ſome explanatory Diſcourſes,contain»' 
ing the Arguments which prevailed with us, to:enforce 
ſuch an Agreement fromus z and'an Exhortation to: 
the {everall perſons,who are Members of our particular 
Congregations, t0-4 juſt ſubmiſſion and-performance of 
their-duty, - both in-reference to us their Miniſters, and- 
more eſpecially to their -own:ſouls, and the ſouls of 
thoſe-who are committed to their domeſticall charge... 
Which being done, -and the draught (as is here preſen- 
ted to you,appproved by us)we thoughtfic ro publiſh ir. 
tothe world, asa teſtimony of our unanimity. in this: 
thing,and concurrence with our Brethren in other parts,. 
and aSa witneſs, bothagainſt our ſelves, and ons: | 
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The Eplitle Dadlieatory; 
ple to9,, if our people: ſhall hereafter periſh, rhrou 
wazt of ſuch knowledg, as my: this way” (through't 
bleflingiofiGod upon our endeavours)be communicated 
unto them., Wehope: our Reverend Brethren will not 
conceive every perion in. our Affociation., reſpon- 
{all for every. particular paflage in the Explanatory 
Diſcourſes, or Exhortation annexed; much leſs for eve- 
ry failes the Preſs may be guilty of 5 but only under- 
Nand, that we are -joyntly in the Articles, de- 
claring our judgment and reſolutions to praftice in this 
thing;and to the fubſtance 'of whatis contained in the 
diſcourſes annexed, (explaining: the' grounds of our a- 
greement, and the matter of the Exhortation, though 
 wehavenot particularly-examined every fuoration, or 
accent, or (if wehad thought ir confiderable) poſſibly 
this or that phrafe might have beea altered by ſome one 
or otherof. us, The ſumme of' what we here preſent 
is. the Agreement. of foure ſcore: and odde'Per- 
ſans. in. Aſſociation with: us, andthat upo2wedue'and 
mature deliberation. And nothing herein', having 
been in pales by us upon. his Brether, © by the Mags 
fteriall dictate of any one;, but being —— 
ded and, debated, freely conſented to: by all | 
and concerned.in it, as overruled by the dictates of their 
own _ and foxce _ wment, — it' 
bath will. &. ought to make the deeper i on upot 
others, and 129v gr oe ao haveconcrred 
in it,,nare highly obligingto-a ſuitable:praftice;of what 
in theſe debates they hveciter ada fas or at leaſt 
by a.fileat-vote conſented to,refufing the liberry grarit- 
K. chem throughant the debates, toproducettheir argu-- 
meats.cither agaiaſt the-whole;orany partithereof, © 
And: we, truſt that we: need! notmulriply words tof 
our ather ( Deere ayd-Reverend: Brethren Jin theſe Coun-” 
tries, . © who have not been equally concerned with us, 
| in 


Non eſt quo.1 
borns dicat 
Paſtor, quid 
mthi cum ſor dt» 
#0 coriarlo, aut 
cum abzefo 


mendico,aut tit- 


0bolari malier- 
cula *Nalla no- 
bis anima vils 
uideri debet, 
pro qua domi- 
mus glorie mart 
a'tgnatus eſt: 
Erafmus 1m 

E ccleſraſte. 
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The Epitle Dedicatory. : 
in theſe Cebates, 'and this Agreement which comes 
torth as the reſult of them; confidering that'we.-know 
they are ſufficiently inſtructed , how machthey are 
concerned, thar-rhe ſouls of all in their particular Con- 
gregations, ſhould not periſh for want'of kzowleds. And' 
tor any'to ſay, what have they to-do with poore and ig- 
norant perſons? (as Eraſmm long {ince-noted)cannot be 
the voice of agood Shepheard; for no {oule ought to! 
appeare vile in our eyes, for which the Lord of glory 
vouchſafedto dye upon the Crols, We truſtnone of 
our Brethren will take it4ll at our hands, that they have 
not been called into counſell withus,. (upon which ac- 
count we: have only ſtiled it the/Agreement of the. 
Aſſociated Miniſters in the County of Norfolk, &c." We' 
truſt the moſt of our Brethren-know, that the doores of” 
our Aſſociation have been open toall thoſe'who were 
willing but to declare, thetr-conſent-to the: fubftance of 
the Dottrine contained inthe Conf: ſion of © Faith, and 
Catechiſmes, lately adviſedbythe Reverend Afſembly of 
Divines; ard their approbation ({ofar) ef the Diredto-. 
ry for Worſhip and forme of: Charch-governyeent, ſo alſo 
«purſes and eſtabliſhed: by the Authority of Parliament, 
4s that they would. Preach nothing contrary to the former, 
wor practice any thing contrary to the two litter, So- 
that we are not-juſtly to be: charged with lighting” 
of any of our Brethren, © becauſe as we conceive our : 
{dlves obliged tq conforme (o far as might-be, to the 
authority of the Parlzamept, in things wherein our con- 
{ciences were fully. ſatisfied So we Jucging itreaſona- 
ble (eſpecially in ſuch times of reproach and blaſphemy 
as.theſe are)that ſome common Teſt, ſhould be pat u 
on thoſe, to whom we gave theright hand of fellowſhip © 
in {ſuch an iatimate degree of communion, could:think 


o-none niore fit,then what(agreeing withthe judgment” 


The Epiitle Dedicatory, © = 
of moſt ſober Chriſtians,and the beſt reformed Charch- 


, e5) hadalſo the m_—_ of ſo grave and Learned 


an. Aſſembly, and the ſignature of publick awthority, 
Nor would /we have our Bretbren: interpret ns as if we 
thought our ſelves the only Miniſters of the Goſpel], in 
theſe Conntries thus far agreed; We know and are 
perſwaded, that we are not, - but are aware of many, 
who have been hindred from this concurrence withns, 
only . by their: diſconveniency of habitation, at ſuch 
diſtances. from us and the place of one generall meet- 
ing, that they could with no conveniencies perſonally 
attend theſe debates:; and who we doubt not will 
(thoughas to the debates they were abſent in the body) 
yet as to.the praftice evidence that they were preſent 
in ſpirit with us, and will rejoyce in what we here ten- 


— 


+ derunto them. For any of our Brethren to whom 


this may be any rock of offence that they have not been 
preſent with us ; we fhall only. ſpeak unto them with 
- alluſion to the words by which Gideon once-pacified 
the Ephraimites , contending with him becauſe they 


were not called to-fight with the Midianites, What 


have we dope,in compariſon of what you yet-may-d6? If 
God ſhall put into your. hearts to practice with us what 
we have agreed. The gleaning of your Grapes of that 


nature, will. be better then the my of our debates, © 
ve purſued in all - 


in reference to the end which we 
that we bave doue of this nature, 


The-generality: of our Brethren being: (as we con 1: 
ceive). {uthciently with us convinced of their duty in * +. 
the reviving of this ancient and uſefull exerciſe. We -.. 
have nothing to do but only to ſtir up their pure minds. 


by way of remembrance. That as they believe ſo they 


would alſo ſpeak-and do. 1fany of our Brethren ſhall 
think we have extended the obligation too far,” in 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 
bringing aged perſons under a duty of ſubmiſſion to 
(0 this method of inſtrudtion, and —_— our reſolu- 
tions, to deny the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, to 
ſuch as nlp ſuch a ſubmiſkon , we ſhall (beſides 
what we have hereafter produced in our juſtification) 
mind our Reverend Bretheren , Thatwe are inform- 
ed bya Reverend Brother, who upon diligent ſearch 
had found it in the Records of the Biſhops Courts, 
if the City of Norwich; That Miniſters were anci- 
ently enjoyned to go from ſeat to ſeat and torequire of 
their ſeverall Pariſhoners, as well old as young, an 
account of their knowlede in the Principles of Religion, © 
and both Miniſter and People were preſentable in 
the Eccleſtaſticall Courts , if either ine one neglected 
his duty in inquiring (ſuch account, or they omitted 
their duty in giving it to them, It hath been the 
conſtant judgement of all reformed Churches, that 
ignorant perſons ought not to be admitted to the 
Lords. Supper. Thoſe Reverend Perſons, who by 
command of King Henry the eighth, and afterward 
of Edward the fixth, drew up that: Book called Re- 
formatis Leeum Eccleſia#ticarum', determine that 
none” ought to.be admitted to the Lords Supper, 
' whoſe Faith was not perfe# in all parts, Our 
Brethren (we truſt) will eafily be perſwaded , that. 
in their ſpirituall fiſhing , (to- which God hath cal- 
ſed them) the little fiſhes are not-thoſe alone whom: 
their Nets are laid out for, heisdoubrleſs alamen- 
table Fiſherman, who contents himſelf with enclo- 
ſing the Fry within the compaſs of his Net. And 
if any of. our Brethren, can obtaine fo eafie a diſ- 
charge from their. conſciences in the diſcharge of 
the great work of the Miniſtry, as ito think the 
Preaching of. a: Sermon - or. two in a Week, is a 
Gp due 


| The Epittle Dedicatory. = 
cue fulfilline of the work ef their Miniſtry ,"t0- 
_—_ 41 _ Children, we La but Fs 7 them 
to confute themſelves, by taking account from 
ſome one or two of their People, (ſuch eſpecia 
ly as are of the poorer ſort , and have wanted like 
advantages of Education with others,) how farre 
" they are profited in a diſtin knowledge of the 
Principles of Religion, by the many. yeares paines, 
which they, or others before them , have ſpent a- 
mongſt them in Preaching the word of righteouſ- 
_ neſs, yea even in thoſe places, where Preaching 
| hath been mannaged with the, beſt tendency, and 
| ro the beſt advantage for ſach an end, Oh ! how 
dreadfull is the work of the Miniſtry , concern- 
ing which the -great Apoſtle cryes out, Who 4 
ſafficient for theſe things? We cannot without 
trembling thinke of that paſſage of Chryſoſt ome, RR” 
© T ſpeake (faith he) nootherwiſe then. I thinke, ,9%* 
<« and judge; I do not thinke that there are many tz» g Nexu- 
<« Minifters will be ſaved : but the much greater 4 6x ia 
<« namber of them will periſh : The reaſon is, be-' LG 
< cauſe the work of the Miniftry requires an Ex- iege7m 75 ow 
© traordinary Spirit; for he will meet with many 
<« things that will take him off from his Duty :. and 55 cm. _ 
<« he had need of a numberlels number of eyes:to 'w- T2 & 
« ſee to the diſcharge of ir,” Do not you" ſee ey oY | 
<« (faith he) how many things. are required of 'a wa HNiru Jo- * ©; 
<« Miniſter © he muſt be--apt to teach, full of. for- X* 4 mage 
< bearance , faithfull as to the Word - of God; ws Eine 
« how- great 1s this difficulty « The fſinnes of 0- T*%*mivivue, 
<.thers will be reckoned .ro him. I ſay no more, 27 0ti92 comm an 
<« jf but. one; poore ſoul 'goes away not-inſtruted, 3:32am Ni, 
« his whole Salvation is hazarded by it, for the loſs GED FELL 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Gated : for if the Salvation-of - this or that indivi- 


« gdua!l ſoul, was judged by God of. ſo. great conſe- 
< quence, that for its ſake, the Sonne of God muſt 
« become Man, and ſuffer fo .great things z how 
* great 'muſt the puniſhment be, which the ruine 
* of one ſoul, will require for fatisfation, And 
© it that man who hath contributed to the loſs of 
< tus Brothers naturall lite, deſerves to dyetorit, what 
<« doth he deſerve who contributes to his Brothers de- 
«* privation of eternall lite ? 

Oh that this Meditation might ſo. farre ſinke; 
both into our hearts, and the hearts of all our Bre- 
thren, who have been called to this Sacred Office; 
and fo far operate, as to ingage both. us and them, 
To take heed to our ſelves, and the flock of Chriſt 
committed to our and their charge, that we may 
neither contribute to their ruine. by example, nor 
yet by Doctrine, neither :by the Commiſſion of 
any thing unworthy. of us, or Omiſſion of any du- | 
ty incumbent upon us,: but' that we may Preach 
the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
reprove, rebuke , exhort , with all long ſuffering 
and Dottrine , wot ceaſing to warne every one with 
teares night and day. Nor ſhunning to declare unto all the 
whole Counſel of God , warning and inſtruting them 
from houſe to bouſe;notcounting our life, much leſs onr . 
labours deare to. us,Ss that. we may finiſh our courſe with 
j0y, and the Miniftry which we have received of the Lord 

(us Chrift, __ the Goſpel of the grace of God, 

We know to whom we.are ſpeaking , and ſhall 
therefore forbeare further to multiply words, to prefs 
a confeſſed duty. We have only further to be- 
ſeech our Brethren, to. conſider, how conducible,, 
to thoſe glorious ends ,. which both they and we 

EE £6 | ame 


Thi Fpiftle Dedlicutaryi 


aime- at in the! reviving. of this \ex&ttife;, aw" aps 


will be : ar leaft as 'to the fortnes” of 'Citet, - 


which we have agreed, in" uſing thar firſt ; "which is 
contained in the Jeſſer Catechiſm, adviſed by the 
late Reverend Aſſembly of Divines ,' 2d publiſhes 
by Authority of Parliament, (as, appears) y the Ofr- 
der pany het to it, dared. Re Ng "SPprembey, 
1648, What reaſons haye conftrained'fron\us'in 
Agreement as to the uſe of that formie, Oitr Brethren 
will ſee in the following ſheets, and we hope they will 
appeare as cogent tothem, as they have been to us, 
The great Apoſtle 1 Cor. 1. 10. hath taught us how 
conducible to the avoiding of diviſions amongſt us, it 
is, that people ſpeake all the ſame thing, in matters 
of this nature ,- and- our Brethren will eaſily con- 
ceive, with us, how much it will gratifie, ſuch 
as are of weaker judgements and apprehenſions, 
to ſay nothing of the expediency of it, in refe- : 
rence to the removals of Families, out of the precincts 
of one Congregation, into the Precincts of others. In 
whichy caſes, (eſpecially as to Children.and Perſons of 
weaker  xliB che work will be tories quoties, to be 
again began, if different formes be uſed in ſeverall pla- 
ces. Havingpremiſed thus much, weleave our A4- 
greement in this thing with the grounds of it, to the 
ſerious conſideration of all our Brethren, and fellow, 
labourers in the work of the Lord, Commending both 
their and our labours herein to the Lord, and the blefSing 
of his grace, and aſſuring them, that we have nothing 
more 1n our defires, then that we might all walk toge- 
ther knitted iz love,and preſerving the unity of the ſpirit 
7n the bond of peace; Though we allwaies judg, it would 
be asgreat anerrour in us, toſell the truths of God, or 


B 3 _ part 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, \ 
part with the purity of Adminiſtrations in the worſhip 
of God ,z tohold correſpondency. with men, as it was 

' in the Roaans,to build their Temple of Concord;in'the 
\ perl very place where their moſt ſeditious outrages were 
vert. committed.: And we are ſofar of Caſſanders mind as to 
think , That alone to be true, and ſolid peace among #t 
Chriſtians, which « conjoyned with the glory of God, and 
the obedience of his will zand « ſeioined from all deprava- 
tions of Heavenly Dottrine and divine Worſhip, Tn which 
we truſt alſo our Brethren are agreed with us, 


ARTICLES: 


Containing the 


AGREEMENT 


Of ſeverall 


Aſlociated Miniſters 


- Of the Goſpell, within 


The County of NORFOLK, 


AND 


City and County of Newich, 


Concerning 


Publick Catechizin ng. 


I. 
> ALGSE x Juae, That Catechizing by way ou 


D\ V4 We Lueſtion and Anſwer is the mo#t 


. Ll 
4. 
wET kj % % £ " 
> * . 


accommodate way of. teaching the 
=\ \» \W//25 Foundations of - the Doitrine of 

\&a\Yva bes 6 of 4 and. an yrs of 

b> A238 Chriſt, under the Goſpell, alli 

| Rr ES wnder © the more "generall pe. 


ceps of Teaching 3 neceſſary, highly neat and ex-. 
pedient® 


-- 


,” 


pedient : and we unanimouſly agree to revive thes 
pratFice of it'in our reſpective Congregations in confor- 
mity bath the prattice of primitive and lately reformed 
Churches. OY Fx. 

2. Wejudee, That the Subjeits or Perſons to be thus 
infirutted, are the ignorant, whither old or young, though 
a difference Fl age or quality , may in point of prudence ' © 
require a different Method,in dealing with them : We ( ac- 
cordingly) agret to uſe all proper meanes to diſcover ſuch 
»i3 onr-Congregations, as be ignorant, and actordingly ts 
deal wththem,, © © | | | 

3. We judee, That the uſe of a forme in this ex- 
erciſe (at leaft at firſt is, moſt expedient) - and we 
(accordingly) reſolve to pratice, making uſe of that 
forme , which we find in the liſſer Catechiſme , pub- 
liſhed by Authority of Parliament, = advice firſt 
had, with the late Reverend Aſſembly; yet we ſhall 
not reſt. in that forme * nor tye up our \ſelves 31 

that exerciſe , to thoſe Queitions alone which we find 

* there,but ſhall,as we ſee cauſe adde others for Explication. 
4+ We judge, That the moſs convenient titne and 
place for thws exerciſe ,. s the , Lords day, and the 
place of publick Metting for the Congregation; and 
we agree to pradtice it, uponthe Lords daies, atleaſt fix 
Moneths in each year. : 

5. We judee it reaſonable conſidering , the long 
diſuſe of this Exerciſe amongFt us, andthe preſent flate 
of - oviy Congregations , that ſuch as are above eighteen 
. years of Age, and cannot be perſwaded, to come publickly 

tobe examined; be incouraged to ſubmit toths inſtru- 
Aims by our gratifying their infirmity, ſo farre as 
to allow them a time for private conference 1, and we 4- 
gree, to allow them ſome proportion of time weekly, or 0- 
otherwiſe, when they may come to #5, or we will gotothem 


for thu purpoſe, Ss BD 


6. We judee it. 0ur "duty, 4 to th: txettiſe, to a+" 
woid all occaſions of. {candall; and. accordingly. agrees 
10 examine, no. young Women. privately, without other. 
witneſſes , and. to obſerue all tenderneſs, andprudence, 
towards others , eſpecially Superiours , having -reſpett 
to every ones Capacity , Education, Age and Dua» 
7, | 
we do agree, in caſe our people deſire it rather, 


and be willing, by conforming to: it to inconrage 


ws in ſuch extraordinary labotr, to ſet apart ſome time 
weekly , upon ſome week-day for this exerciſe, ſo 


farre 45 our other neceſſary occaſions will give us * 


leave, | | 
8. We do judge Catechizing to be not only a piece of 
the Minifteriall duty, but alſo of the duty of all fuch 


as are betrnfted with the charge and Governement of - 
_ others, as Parents, Maſters, and Governours of 


Schooles : and we do agree accordingly, to prefs it, 
upon all ſuch within the Precinits f our Congrega- 
tz0ns. * 

9. In caſe there ſhall be found, within the Pre- 
cintts of our Congregations , any cdnceruing whom 
we ſball not hawe a reaſonable ground, to preſume 


. them competemly inflrutted in the Principles of 


Religion) who , being in their own power , or un- 


be thus inſtruted by #s, or by thoſe under whoſe 
governement they are, We do rgree in onr admini- 


. "frations of the Lords Supper , to deale with ſuch, 


Ss 


as perſons that are ignorant. Or in caſe there ſhall 


| be found any truſted with the charge, and governe- 


ment of others, who. (being able) ſhall refuſe , thas 
to inſtru thoſe under their charge, and after ad- 


io 


' der the governement of others, who ſhall refuſe to 


monition perſiſt in ſuch refuſall., either themſelves 
aq? , 


to inſirul# them , or to ſend them to us to be [0 
inſtructed. We do judge it matter of (candall in 

ſuch governows, and ſhall - accordingly *aeale with 

ſuch ( is our Adminiſtrations of the Lords Sup- 

| 2 ) as perſons living under the neglect of a' known 
Kr - | 


concerning Catechizing and Reſolmions, as to there- 


viving of the. practice of this piece of our Miniſterial 


duty: That we may not ſeem to obtrude any thing 
upon our Brethren, without juſt and ſufficieatrea- 
ſons: We have thought fit (in the following Chap 
ters) to {ubjoyne, thole reaſons which have prevailed 
with us to the atorementioned Agreement. 


- 


CHAP. I. 


te a my ht 


Concerning the Nature of Catechizing. The. Divine 
warrant for it .The Expediency of that may of teachings 
The Ancient uſage of it in the Church of God, and 
preſent neceſſity of reviving it in our Congrega- 
10S. * 

2080IC A, 2 verde to be Re odennb all matters 

WA SY both of Diſpute and Treatiſe, to begin 

YE 64 with the Explication of Terms. "The 700 

: Catechizing 1s properly of a Greek cxtra- 

© (tion, The Greek, word from whence it is 
derived, properly ſignifies :# ſoxnd into a mans eare What 
we would have him tounderſtand, The word is often 

uſed in the New Tetament, Luke 1.4. Ats 18,25, & 21, 

. 24. Rom, 2.18, 1 (7.14, 19, G21.6,6, from the com- 

paring of which 

that.it ſignifies a teaeþing by 4ively voice, oppoſed to that 

- which is by writing. And _ {ignificationof the wor 

. 


ſ 
< 


- 


Having thus far expreſſed our Agreement in Judgment 


.» : 


arts 79. * 


Inftitatio "qua * _ 
fit viva voce * | 
rok cir cottns * 

a onanes. 
exts together, it may be obſerved, amtea. - 


# 


* 


Ea inſtitutis 
que eft ex au- 
aitione. 


Te xnevſuc 


C2] | 

is evident from all ancienc Writers : thus the Tranſlator 
of Clem. Alex. ordinarily interprets it, | 

But the word taken in a more ſtrict and proper ſenſe, 
hath beenuſed to denote a more peculiar kind of teach- 
1ng, reſtrained both as to the marrer taught, and the man- 
nerot teaching. As to the matter taught, it denotes in- 
Sirudion in the firſt-Principles of any knowledg: Andin Eccle- 
ſraſticall uſage, an inſtruftion inthe firſt Principles of 
Religion, which the Apoſtle cals the Principles of the Do- 
frine of Chrift, Heb. 6,1. Por as in every. eArt and 
&crence, ſoalſoin ReliTion, there are the firſt grounds and 
Principles, and then the larger deduftions and more re- 
mote concluſions; The Apoſtle cals the firſt, 31k, the 
latter, frong medte, the firit fit for thoſe whom he cals 


. Babes in Chriſt : theſccond tor ſuch as are perfet (inhis 


fenſe) And accordingly there isa twofold teaching, the 
firtt, per modum, Unſo[is mor giywouwor, which we call 
| Canining : the ſecond, per modum, )Jz-x2aas, by way of 
further inftrudtion, which Grorizs thinks 1s implyed by 
the WO words {Ka dnewuy, and Dd anus, uled Mat, 18, 209, 
Lwke 1, 44 which diſtintion ſome of the Ancients ſeem 


£7 (m4igy allo to have noted betwixt: Catechizing and Preach- 


XEY[,EVOP, 
Clem. Alex. in 
P edagngo. 
Vid. Eraſm. 
pref. in Lucam. 
Grot. in Luc. 
2. 16. 


na Sons re- 
CIprociss, vox 
yg 
Vid.Cypr Epift 
ad Fovianum, 
&c. pram. Con- 


cl, Carthag. 


- 


ing. 
As to the manner, Catechizing ſeems to umply ſuch a 
kind of teaching, as 1s | 

I. bÞy a ltvely woice, by word of mouth, nor by Writs 
ing, Thus the term 1s uſed in Scripture, Luke.1. 3, 4. 
(compared togerher,)Aence the Hebrew word cANDE 
ir, comes from a root which {ignifieth to hear, 'An 
thoſe in the Primitive Church who were thus inftrated 
were called Audientes,Hearers. 534 

2, It ſignifies fuch a kind of teaching as is by-way of 
Dialogue, or Queſtions, and Anſwers ; after the manner 
of an Eccho, Where there is a double found dire, and 
reflex. So Catechizing conſiſts of two integral parts : 
T he propoſall of interrogatories from the teacher - and the re- 
turn of an Anſwer from the learner, Such was the cxa- 
mination of the Ad#/ti in the Primitive Church before 
| 1 ; Baptiſm. 


[3]: 
Baptiſm, Of which Philip gives us-2 preſident, A&s:8. 


17. and that phraſe which 1s uſcd by Peer » gon 2a of 


4 good conſcience, 1 Peter 3. 21, 18 1 


this way of 1oſtruction.: It is certain, that this way of 
teaching was carly ulſcd in the- Church of Chriſt; (of 
which <a? mewn fi 35G. 2 31114 WE I 

. It 1gorhes A teaching by | frequent | 
anl2 invoierae ſame things, and thus, fitly anſwers: the 
Hebrew word, uſed-Demt..5. 7+. Heoce Zepporns 'maakes 
the work of Catechizing to conlift of a double aQ.' 4#%s 


- ” 


eAndrews cites out of Clemens this deſcription of |it, 
K em nos very 6 1gwpin S407ibiins Tous & Tupors W's wagg 340 
7% 197+ vv, x; mandy dime ob. aunay.. 3111 57737 


By what hath been hitherto ſaid, ſufficiently appear 


« # - 


- 


4 what we mean by Catcchizing, vis. That kind of tedch= 


ing by which the ignorant are inftrufted' in the firſt Ruds- 
ments of Religion bY the lively voice of bim that teachedby 
familiarly inftrutiing them 
in which the teacher hath a liberty frequentlyto' inewlc ate 
repeat the ſame things: again and again, for the 


. 
-- 


P; 


by way of Fneſtion _—_—_— 


: It.is chought-che Apoſtles. themſelves ordinarily. uſed. Apftolics' Ca- F 


techizandi ya- 
tio cus tpeci- . 
em_in myſteris 


+ > Baptiſms ad- 
Repetition aud in» buc retinent Ec- 
| clefia interra-.* | 


gationi 


reonfeitis”. | 


conft abat. 


injtillands & ' repetendi. wel Aitiata - repoſctnds, 'Bilhop Vid.Prafat. ad ' 


Rem. {Cate- þ 

chiſm. 

By And. On 

the Commad- 
mentes. 


advanta, | 
thoſe who are taught. And thus it ſtanderh aiſtinguted . 


from Preaching. 

1. As Preaching 
particular Subjetts, that. 1s, 34JO-; mxv«29, (to ule 
expreſſion of that Ancient Catechiſt of Alexandria, this 
1s ournos mudtia.' TY plg's 
*» $3::A$ Preaching reſpets mains, thoſe: who are more 

bu, Catechizing rweures, thoſe who.areyet Babes in 

cl1810n. 13217 4.53 7500 10 9119 © 5 

3. As Preaching « as well 10 flirre np the rar as th 
3nforme the judgment. This only.reſpeAsthe informati- 
on of the judgement, and that chiefly in the very prin- 


mited. 


3 ers 


4. As Preaching '# the It of the Preach» > +1 


by may. of wind dilated Bfeourlei " | 
th | th | 


ciples of Religon , to which Preaching is' not i» © 


af 
- 
PW - 


'S. 2 


Hunc adhuc 
puerum int ita- 
tum fuiſſe affir- 
matuy in libro 
Zohar. Facob, 
Alting. 


Foſ. Artiqu.l.4, 
cap. 8. 


Atduougn& 
mma. 


Kary,cueroy 
3% Ty Adſs. 
Luke 2. 46. 


He 


they curſed every 


Exod. 12. 26. thatthe forme of ſvznd wordk. mentioned, 2 Tim, 1, 13. 


[4]. 
er : this requires #vocall account from the hearcr, .- © * 
' Now concerning this cxercife of Religion, Ic isqueſtt= 
oned, hee it be'a GoFpell inftitutiongyea er no? If wetake 
Catechiz.ing in this ftrid notion, for the inſtilling of the Prins! 


. cipletof Religion by wordof mouth y into the: minds of 'tboſe 


who heare us, atv that by way of 2 ueftion' and «Anſwer, it 
may pofli>ly be hard to prove it, a Goſpell inſtitution, 
either by direc precept or practice from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles z butthac,t was the will ok God, even from the 
Creation of the world, that pcopleſhould-be inftracted 
in the Principles of Religion , aprears from theexample 
of God himſelf, who read the firſt tecture of this nature 
to fallen man, Gem: 3; | And the very name of Enoch im- 
portsas much. , Some of the Hebrew Rabbins thinke; 
that Abrabams trained ſervants, mentioned Gen. 14. 14. 
wereſuch as were trajned up in Religion : Certaine it is, 
that Abraham inſtruced bis Family, Gen. 14. 14, ' And 
that God' commanded that his Laws ſhould be whetted/ 
by us upon our. Children, Exod. T3. 8, 14, Dewt. 6. 7. 
Hence the Jews had a Book, which they called their Book: 
of Catechiſme and J-ſephusrells us, rhey were excceding- 
ly and-above all things carctull, thar. their Children 


ſhould learnethe Law. Ic was an uſuall ſaying amongſt 


them, That the world- wonld foon return again inta its 
Chass, if it were nut upheld by the ſpirits, and breathings of 
little ones, and ſneh gondperſons as learne#the Law, * Hence 
owne which had ten (or as others 
120.) 1ſraetitiſh Farmilies;. tf there 'were not amongtt 
them an imftrufer of little ones, To which cuſtome 1t is 
very probable that the Apoſtles S* Pay alludeth in that 

phraſe, Ro».2, 20. However by that phraſe inthe 
18, Verſe of that Chapter, he plainly confirms ſuch at u- 
ſage inthe Jewiſh Church : Wefind under the Goſpell 
our Saviour Chriſt at twelve years of age, hearing the Do=. 
Gors, and aching them Yneſtions, And feverall times af- 


ter condeſcending to Anſwer Queſtions 1n Religion _ 
propounded to him, And wethinke it not a ans 
Al 


that 


ES] 


that forme of Dotirine , Rom. 6, 17. may imply ſome Pſal. 78. 6. 


fuch method of teaching the Principles of Religioi d 3/0- 
ſed inthe very beginning of. the Golſpel};' :Bur wecon- 


ccive there needs nofuch induftry ro/prove cthedivinein- 2 King, 13-2. 
ſtiturion, for that a teaching of Chriſtians the things mhich 


Chrift hath revealed. aud commanded; is' a Gotfell inſtituting 
none will deny.” © Thar Childrenought apes. 1 


” 


mary not only fromthe'will of God teyealed tothe peo= Gen. 18. 19; 


' pleofthe Jews, the examples of Abraham inftrufting his 
-Family - (for which' God admitred bim ot. his Privy 


Counſcllin the buſineſs of the deſtruftionof the five Ci- ' 


ties,) and of David inftrutting Solowor, Prov. 4; 4. but 


allo under the Solptl},: Parents are: enjoynedto educate ©: 4-4: 


their Children, i» the nw#ture and admonitzon of the Loid. 


Timotby-rom a Child was inſtrudted inthe Seripratesby 2 Tim. 1.14. 


bis Mother, and Grandmother: And the Apoſtleplainly Heb. 5, 5. 1. 


ſpeaks of milk, and reaching the” firlt Principles of Reh- | 


j10N, -+ «4, 4 a : 
p And thus much being: granted, ithat the miniſteriall 


work licthas much! in DoRrine; as "Application; as: 


much in informing the- Judgment*in the Principles of : 


Religion, as in ſtirring up the affeftions, and incitingto 
prafice; and that Ch;ldres and Bubes in-Religion, as 


wellas years, are to be thus inftrudted; ' we: thinke it 
will cafily be evinced, that Catechizing (even in the ſitriQ-- 


clt ſenſe) fals under the generall precept ofteaching,” 84. 


| ot it, and the moſt accommodate way of reaching 
uch asare firſt to learn the Principles of Religion, 


not obſ{curely hinted inthat ancient precept, Dext.6.7,8. 


eſpecially conſidering we find our Saviour ſetting us an: 
examplc , Luke 2. 46, and to his Diſciples, © Mar. 16; 
E4,15,t0 = nothing of Philip's dealing with the Eunuch 
in this method, As 8; and the Apoſtolicall general 
precept, (however it might be calculated'tor apecutiar 


Meridian) that- Chriſtians ſhould be ready+o give acconnt” 1 Per. 3; 15- 


of their hope to every one that aks them, 


Beſides that; it is yer diſputable, Wherher the office of oO 


A. 


f 


Dofors or Teachers inthe Church, mentioned Eph 4, .and 
; | Pe ps clſc- 


w- 


a_— 


 *EE eps 
t Is. Euſeh. 
Hift. /. 4. c. 9. 


Durantws de rit. 


Eccleſ. 


Parei edit. Vr- 


fini Cat. 


Andy. on the 
Command- 
men:$sin Pro- 


leg. 


Caniſans. in 


Catech. 


[6] 
elſewhere, might not relate to this kinJ1 of exerciſe ; or 
at leaft whether the exerciſe be not there aſſerted, as a di- 
ſtint Act of the Paſtors ofice? LOT 3 th, 
Nor.doththe early ufage of this metho4 of teaching 
the Principles of Religion, in the Church of Chriſt a lit- 


. tleconfirmeus inthe o2inion of its Divine Intitution, A. 


Learned Prelate ſaith, the Evangeliſt 'S* Ark, was the 
ficlt Catechiſt at Alexandria * e weare thc;orders of 
Catethiſts, and Catechumeni, were very. ancicat 1n the 
Church. Exſebixe tels us; Pantexus bare the office of Ca- 
rechiſt at Alexandria, and tels us, this was of ancient u- 
ſage. + Origen {i ccceded him in the ſame Schoole/ and 
Otfhce, We have the, w7*x#9%, of Cyr;ll of pen 
and Clemens of Alexandria, is muduſoſg. he ancl- 
ent uſage of Catechizing | Converts before Baptiſm, 
isteſtified by ſo many Authors, that it can (modeſtly) 
be denied by none. Fuhann's Stephanus Durantus tels 
us, it began to ceaſe when Children were univerſally 
Baptized ; Parems (in his Edition of Xrſine*s Catechiſme,) 
tels us, that Corfirmation ſucceeded inſtead of it, Bp. An- 
drews tels us, that Hegeſippmlaith, that by meanes of this 
exerciſe, the molt part of the world had within forty 
years after Chriſt, received the Tincture of Chriſtian 
Religion ;, And Julian the Avoſtate:never ſhewed his 
ſpight more to the Chriſtian Religion, then in. his de- 
ſtroying of theſe Schooles, Caniſim boaſts of Auguſtine, 
Baſil, Ambroſe, and Cyrill,as his predeceſlors inthis work, 
and he therein ſpeaks no more then truth (ſairh Door 
Donne.) It is apparent alſo from rhe records we have of 
the practice of the Primitive Churches praCtice, that they 
had two ſorts of Catechumeni, The firſt, ſuch as were 
born of Chriſtian Parents, who' being Baptized, and of 
years capable of ſuch inſtrution;} were catruſted to the 
care of fome,who was to inſtruct them inthe Principles, 
andexhort them, to the praCtice of Chriſtian Religion: 


Dionyſ.Areop. tO which pnrpoſe we find a paſlage in Dionyſ. Artop. (an 
De Eccleſ. Hi-- ancient Author doubtleſs, though not ſo ancient as tobe 


"erch, cap. 7. Pagl; contemporary.) Tir Tels Sei naw! vaMnſcuies £45 


rey 


C: 7] 
vey banavaes Late | C1aNgote mi Brogn xgne. Ts ny i 

679 Tas Proms 3y apoonſeutry mull; Jorbts 'ragad\ Sy by For 
% mm Tor murray 6/a98 ria AN 1e of ah 7 on Aus Pr 
CL LCLE &c. "The other {ortof pe : 
were ſuch. as were converted from: TO Pn Rabanus, 1. r. 
Faith of Chriſt. and; thelc again Rabanns CHayrue dip Þ* inftina.Cle- 
vided into twolſorts; The firſt ſuch as heard Sermons,and fl. 0 
had ſome deſire to turne Chriſtians, *but_had not yer of- 
fered theraſelves to Baptiſm, theſe Giey' called Audientes, 
The ſecond, fuch as deſired Baptiſm 3 theſe were, « 
Competentes. For whoſe Baptiſm two CE nes 
the year, Eaſter and i/2itſontide, (called Pentecoft,) were | 
appointed, Which times approaching, thoſe cONTERE | 
who deſired Baptiſm, were tor the ſpace of forty daies ,  , 
called Competentes.. _ Auguſtine hath lefr us one Bookdi. os Arheg : 
rected to the Catecbumeni, and another De Catechiz.angis 12- de fdegy | © 
rudibus 3 and Cyprian makes mention of Opratur, under 9rritm, c. 5. | 
the notion of Dottor Audientium. . And as we find it of ©243- wg a 
early uſage in the Church, of Chriſt ;. ſo neither was it”, rather 7 

lou ſum,qui | 

quite forgotten in the darkeft rimes of Popery,as a mediocrem u- | 
by the Maſter of "the Sentences :.7.4. dif. 6, Bur. no. ſa", & perii- 
ſooner was the-work of reformation began by Luther in am ſacreSerip- : 
Germany, and Calvin 1n France, 'but cheir rea had f ct 
were torevyive this exerciſe: witneſs Luther; Catec m, ſecurus; ſed now 
which he delighted in aboyc all his works. : And Cale "« efferor hoc 
vin's Catechiſm, afterwards by Tremellins tranſlared i 1 cm quan quo- 
to the three” learned Languages. Moſt com Pen ogy 
was the reſolution and prattice of the Magiſtracy of. Ge- chiſmum Dece- 
zeva in thole daies, witneſled by their Decree mention- OR 
| edby Bez.2 inthe lifeof Calvinto this purpole, TT rent ol 

. It ts, decreed, that not only the Miniſters. infirult Their $7468 THI 5 
people by their publick Sermons ; which many neglelt to hear, > } ur 
others hea#e to little purpoſe; but alſo that at a certaintime Eo: a8 
-of the year, a civill Officer, together with one of the Elders | 
ſhall go from Family to Family, aud houſe ts bouſe, - and re 
quire of every one an account of their faith.The profit which 
followed As hs: ice Cath W4} )obardlbe to be 
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And noſooner wasthat famous $Syzod of Dort conve= 
ned, but having perfected their debates concerning the 
Tranſlation of theBible, they fall upon. debates for the 
reviving of this exerciſe : whar they decreed about it, 
may be read in the as of their ſeaventeenth Seſſion ; 
where we obſcrve, that they conceive it *the duty of Pa- 
rents, Shoolmaſters, Paſtors, and Elders of Churches ; 
and judge it reafonable that the Civitl Magiſtrate ſhould 
be defired to interpofe his civill authority, for the pro- 
moving the ptactice of it. | OLD. 

Nor was it only the care of forreign Churches, inthe 
beginnings of their ſeverall rcformations, bur of ours al- 
foat home, witneſs that famous Catechiſm of Edward 
the fxth, 1n the very dawning pt reformation, and the 
feycrall ' Catechiſmes publiſhed: by particular ons 
{ince, (it is too tedious to rehearſe them all.) And the 
act of our whole. Church enjoyniog this praftice by her 
Canons, To which we may adde the greater and leſſer 
Catechiſmes, adviſed by our late Reverend Aſſembly, and 
publiſhed by Authority of Parliament, agreed to Al by 
the Church of Godin Scotland, as # piece of the uniformity 
defired in the three united Nations, GE 

Having therefore ſuch a cloud of witnefles, ' we can- 
not but look upon it as an inſtitution of God, being a ne- 
ceflary and moſt accommodate way of teaching. . And 
as we conceive it exceeding uſefull in any ſtate of the 
Church (conſidering that when we fhall know moſt, we 
ſhall but know in part,) ſo we conceive it more eſpecially 
neceflary, and highly expedient, conſidering the preſent 
ſtate of the Church. amongſt us in England. Juticious 
Mr. Calvin ſtuck not toſay; that it could no where be 0- 
mitted without a publick reproach and ſcevdall. -Andin 
an Epiſtle to the Prote&or of England. 1s {o free as cobid 
him, be affured the Church could not want this kind of 
exerciſe. Indeed it hath a very great influence both up- 
on the preſervation and propapation of Rel1gion in any 


lace. - > : Be "EASY 
1. Catechiſmes being breyiaries of thoſe trutlis, WH 
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lyeat diſperſed in the Scriptures, {erveasa 
HIS ro diſcover S OpHAL as 


touche 
'Ef CLLONEOUS OPHMLONS 3; 25 ENCE: DAL = 
lance of the San Autry canary, > trmayty = 
are diſcovered from th weighty of Chriſt, '' Inall 
Sciences it hathibeen found advan 5, ahd necefla- 
ry to have Syftemes and Epitomer, The Phyſician hath his 
 ! eMphoriſmery the Marthematician his Elements, and what 
thoſk are to them, the ſame are Carechiſmes in marter"of 
Divinicy, The neceflity which the Church ſaw berimes 
of uch abſtraQts of the Boftrine of Chriſtian Religion, 
produced the ſeverall famous Creeds, as Tonchſtones, 
codiſcern truth fromthe errors in-choſe times {pringing 
up : and the notice, which the Pop; DoRors took ofthe 
of Catechiſm for this end, was it, which made - 

the Church of Rowe fall upon this" courſe; and C4- 
ifs for themall, to beſtow his pains this way,and then 
toglory.in it. Fr 

2, As the purity of DoQtrine is hereby preſerved, fo 
the ſuperſtructare-upon this foundation, which 4s holt- 
neſs in converſation is -much advanced by ir, It is an 
old and-certain ſaying ot «4 oaſis A good faith and life 
are inſeparable: thoſe who firtt make (hipwrack of foith, 
will not long keepa good Conſcience, Without knowledge - 
(faith $#lomon) the ſout 5 gt good. Carechizing in the | 
Judgment of Azguſtize teacherly Chriſtians not'only 1,1. your vi 
what to believe, bat what to do. It makes then (Ea 5; nnrede cre- 
gle-eycd, and fittodifcert; the Lords Body in the Sacta- ditur, Aug. 
mer of his Supper ; iti h every one in hisplace 
and teacheth hinhow to'performe his generall and Re- hw, oe mos 
lative duties. A well learned\Z»92þ will walk: with Grd.” ©. 12. 
A well inſtrudted Facob will be taichfull toan unfaichfull 
Laban. The fearc of God: is'ordinarily taught by the 
knowledgof him; and-though' ſometimes God begins 
with the Aﬀections, and makes his way by thenvtorhe 
head, yet asthis'cannot be'done *without ſome degree 
of Carcchiſticall knowledg, ſo we belicyc upon experi- 
ence it will beas ordinarily found, that God makes his | 
way tothe heart by the head, reflecting notions oftrarh © - _ ? 


[s - 8 
(tearacd in youth) upon the ſouls of perſons, when-they 
cometo ripe years, and ſantitying their knowledg to 
their converfion and eternall ſalvation. - 


—— 


3. Ititbe worth any thing to preſerve Chritians fable | 
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with every wind, the confeſſed uſctulineſs of Catechizing 
tro this end will abundantly teſtific the neceſſity of revi- 
ving of 1t. ; 
It was the obſervation of King James, That the miſ- 
leading of people into Fopery afid othererrours, was 0c- 
caltone by their ungroundednels in the points of: Cate- 
chiim. This made Dr, Donn {o carneltly preſs the re- + 
viving of thisexerciſe, and the Provinciail eAſſembly of 
Londen, commend it as the proper Antidote againſt the 
errors of theſe times. The neglect of it (faich Bp. Ha!!) 
breeds 1nſtability of jadgment, miſtakes of neceſſary truth, 
faſhionableneſs of profeſſion, frothineſs of diſcourſe, ubnoxi» 
oxſneſs to all error, and ſec/utiion. The ſoul that hath a 
ſmatreting of ſome knowledg without orderly Princt- 
ples, 15 ie atree without roots, ſoon overturned, cf 
pecially in a wind, And its no: wonder, if there have 
been and ſtill are many ſuch like reeds oyerborne with 
every gult of wind ; . and whoſc ſouls arc at the beck of e- 
very new upftart Fable or fancy : the walls muſt needs 
be tottering,- where the foundation 18 not 1a1d-deep: e- 
nough. - How can they chule but be carried away with 
cvery wind of DoG&rine, who want the balaſt of found1n- 
formation in ſolid and conſiſtent Principles? Had there 
been more Catechizing, it isprobable there would have 
been leſs Apoſtatizing 1n Ergland. + | 
2, Nor is this exerciſeof Catechizing leſs ufefnll for the 
propagation, then for the preſervation of truc Religion. 
We mentioned before the opinion of Hegeſippms,” that by 
this meanes Chriſtian Relizion ſo carly overlpread the 
world. - Sr, Edwin Sands takes notice of it, -as- a, great 
meanes , whereby the Proteſtant Party :cnlarged its 
bounds, And the Prefatory Epiſtle to the Rome Cate- 
chiſne, confeſicth the ſame, ſadly complaining, In "_— 
; Op1 


[ix 7]; | | 
Popiſh cauſe ſuffered moſt by thoſe Writings of ours; 
which we call Catechiſmes, -Biſhop Andrews takes: no» Hee fi unqguam 
tice of the ſame ſucceſs, by the ſame means, -.in.our firſt, 2#4* ſent n- * 
Reformers, and further adds, That if everour adyer- PENG rondlbe ts, 
aries get advantage df us (which! God forbid)- it-will rericorum $4 : 

be by our negligence," and their diligence herein, - And nn medotarta- 
how can we expeCt either the inlargement or-continu- 74 ſ«4 hngud, 
ance of the reformed Religion, bur by the ſame cxperi- orb 
enced waics and meanes whereby it was at firſt revived ? Jnitu (criptis, 
Nor is there only a future 2900, torelaid for : poſterity, 94 Carechif- 
but a preſent advantage allo accrewing uttd, particular 79s! 
Chriſtians, who ate hereby rendred more fit for' Hearing, Pane or brit 
Read:ng, Prayer, diſcerning the Lirds Bedy-in hus Supper, 8C. inferant, Pre- 
We cannot but look upon this, as. one ;realon of: our fat. ad Catech. 
Preaching ſo long to People, with ſo linle profit,- that *”- 
(chrough the omifſn, or former ſlighty performance of 
this duty, we do but build up Walls without a 
tion, and graff without a ſtock of Principles, :  Imitating 
(faich Bp. Hall) an ints{creet* Schoolmafter, who too much 
affecing the thanks of an. overweening Parent,  merres the 
Child by raiſing "bins to-an higher forme, before the hath. 
learned bis firſt Rules, from whence follows nothing but 'an 
empty oftentgtion, and late diſappointment. Yea ſo ne- 
.ceflary did he ( and not he alone) judge this wholeſome © - 
{poon-meat (which many now adaics think themſclves - 
cither roo'01d,'-or too: good, to be: fed with). that he 
"could cyenquarrell with his Sermons, and -wiſh thata 
great part of them had been exchanged for, this: Prcach- 
ing conference. For the: uſefullneſs of: tt we need -lay;no 
more, conſidering how much hath been already ſaid- by 
others. By the reviving of this exerciſe, we ſhallin 
ſome meaſure:know :the itate ot our flock, - '/Oyr Chil- —_—— 
dren ſhall be taught roknowthe Lord: The heayy cares 
of our pcople will be made to hear : the knowledgeof 
the Goſpell will be propagated:Our people armed again(t 
falſe Teachers : and alſo againſt many dangerous temp- 
tations, founded inthe ignorance of Fun-|amentall Prin- 
ciples; Chriſtians will be raughr to reduce what they 
| ; i D 3 xrcad 
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who commenced 


[12] | | 
read and hear, to'their proper heads : and a foundati- 
on willbe fairly laid in the underſtanding, for a naturall 
conſcienceto build Application upon, and-to reſtraine 
much ſin oy - andasit were a Wall builded intheſoul, 


from which the holy ſpiritin his good time,may-refledt 
ſaving beames, for the healing the will and affeCtions. 
The uſetullneſs of it was ſufficatly experimented by our 
Forctathers. Ex wry cas a Catalogue of ſeaven or eight, 

artyrs out of Origex's Catechiſticall 
Schooleat Alexandria. 


So much having been ſaid of the uſefullneſs of ir at all 


- times, the particular expedicncy of it in our times is caſi- 


ly evinced. To lay that we have the ignorant alwaics 
with us, and ſhall have ſo long, as it isthe lot of the beſt, 
ro know but in part,were enough; bur the ſlighty perfor- 
mance of this duty in former times, andthe long omiſſ- 
on of it in later times, hath cauſed a greater degree of ig- 
noranceamonegſt our people, than either "rf pro- 
feſon, or the meanes of ow indulged to this laſt 
age. Andthe haſty and plentifull growth of the tares 
> ne and moſt abſurd opimons, isa too fad evidence 
to the world; that we havetoo long ſlept, astotheper- 
formance of this piece of our duty, and that it is more 
then timethe practice of it ſhould be teyived amongſt us. 
Toſay nothing of the expediencie of it in reference to the 
proſecution of the intended reformation, ſo far as it re- 
lates tothe admiffion of Communicants to the Table of 
the Lord ; which is much hindred through the 1gno- 
rance and finfull modeſty of a people not tutored, inthis 
Method of inftruftion, All theſe things evince it highly 
expedient in theſethimes, where many ſleep'under Ser- 
mons without knowledg, and the little knowledg of 0+ 
thers is overgrown with the weeds of error. -- 


CHAP. 


a = 


OE 1! of Nb 


Concerning, the Perſons, upon whom 'tht duty of ſub- 
' miſſion to'this exerciſe, is incumbent. a 


Jars ing from what hath been {aid in the former 
Chapter, IhatCarechizing isan accommodate way 
of inftructing Pcrſons ia the Principles of Religion, we 
ſuppoſe it will calily be -evinced, thatthe ignorant are 
the perſons thus tobe inſtrufted - thele are cafily diſtri- 
buted.into two forts; 1, Such as are Children in yeares. 
2. Such" as are Children in ere Sarge Tho | 
the” latter have Mens, haires, yet they have but Chil 
drens heads, #] | : 

1, That Children ought to be Catechized will be gran- 
cd by all, not willfully bliad, or malitiouſly ſtubborne: 
the fitneſs oftheir years to receive inſtruftion, andtheir 


"yS 


ingagement upon Baptiſm. liſten to it, are arguments - 


ſtrong enough to this caule, 
Childhood and youth is the time, wherein Solomon 
adviſcth the Children of men ſhould be trained up #« the 


way wherein they ſhould go, Thelamentable experience 
that we have of the frowardnels, and perverſencisof age, 


Prov. 22. 6. | 


Men and Women who overſlipped their goldentime of 


youth, chuſing rather to hazard the eternall ruine of 
their ſouls by covering their ignorance, than to ſubmit 
to a gentle cure thereof, is a ſufficient evidence that the 
twigg had need be bended, while it is. young. . "Nor 1s 
thatthe fitreſt time only to receive Principles,  butalſo 
to retaine inſtruftion, - Old trees tranſplanted ſeldome 
thrive, nor do Walls builded in Winter uſually ſtand. 
A new cloath (on the other ſide) hardly loaſcth its firſt 
dyc, nor the yeſlcll the ſayour of that liquor with which 
it was firſt ſcaſoned, 73mothy was trained up in the Scrip- 


< 


tures,from his infancy, and departed not from them inhis 
agc.. | 2 We 
2, We 


. 
| 
{ 
I 
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2. We conceive all Religious Parents, will be ſenſi- 
ble,that by their engagement for their Children in Bap- 
tiſm, they ſtand bound to God on their behalf, ro bring 
them up in the nurture and atmenition of the Lord, The 
Jews were'to inſtru. their 0 hildren- 1n'the reaſon of 
the Paſſover, And there is no doubt, bat_ Abra- 
bam minded Tſazc his Sonneof the Covenant made in his 


Cit's X FROM . PC 
a But we areſenſible, Thar our greateſt oppoſition 


to this practice, will be from ſuch asin years are no Chil- 
dren, bur more than Children.in underſtanding. Theſe, * 


through a {infull loathneſs to diſcover their'own 1gno- 
ar 


for an exemption-from this uſcfull way of iaſtruQion. 


For our parts,as we are fatisfied concerning their and our + 
own duty, So reſolving-(throngh the grace of God) not 


to be defeCtive on our part, we ſhall, as becomes thoſe 
(who have the overſight of. fouls) require of them a 


performance of theirs, 'of which we verily believe they 


are ſufficiently convinced in their own conſciences ; but 
that (without a faile of our duty to: God) we may gra- 
tifiethemas much, as may be, we ſhall (as we have 
ſaid) be content to deale with them in a more private 
way, having it not in our defigne to diſcover their infir- 
mities, but as much as in us lieth, to hide them,  Tothis 
puroſe we have relolyed, "pl £2 aid hid 
- 1. To allow ſome time on the week dates, in which they 
may come to #u1y or we to them, that we may diſcharge our duty 
in inſtructing them, and taking account of thetr pro- 


ficiency, 


2. Weſhall be alſo content to gratifie them in potnt of pris. 


wacy, as to company, ant to conferre with each one apart (only 


here we except all young, Women for we ate ſehfible how 
many ſcandals have beenraiſed, and may be raiſed of 'us 
by ſuch private examinations : bt yet we ſhall allow ſich 


Women, what company themſelves ſhall deſire 'to have :with 


them,) HED 24122 
3. If any through too much pride, ſhall think himſelf ab.ve 
| | Catechizing 


| 


| [oa] 
Cotechizing / by way\ of Queſtion and Anſwer, we ſhall be 
- «willing i lenle wich & by - friendly conference; © All 
that we aime at,,isa cogniſance of their knowledg in the 
Principles of 'Religion, and by what lawfull meanes we 
attaine-it, wearenorſolicitous, fo they have it and we: 
for thediſcharge of our conſciences be latished/that they 
periſh not for want otknowledg. | | 
4. Totake away all prejudice irom ourt-people,' We 
have thought fitallo further todeclare , That we are ſenſi- 
ble of - the diftance which God hath-fet between Paremrand 
Childrer, Maſters and Servants: and far beit from us to 
do any thing which may render Supcriours contemptible 
to ſuch as are under them; we ſhall cherefore carctully.a- 
void, any ſuch kind of Catechizing or conferring with 
perſons rhathavea preheminency inreſpetof yeats, and 
place, before ſuch-as are-young, or in any degree of fubje- 
Ction, or inferiority tothem. BoE | + 
5. We are aiſv ſenſible of differences betwixt the naturall x 2 
parts of ſeverall perſons; and which have ariſen or miy Ariſe, Y 
through a difþroportion of education, We havertherefore 
declared, .T bat we will carcfully avoid allrigoutr and 
harſhneſs, and'inthepertformance of this duty conforme 
_ ourſelves according'to that meaſure of prudence which: 
God hath givcnus, tothe ſeverall parts and capacities of 
thoſe with, whem wedealc, ſo as to give'all due encou- 
ragement to. the.weakelt, and not the leaſt diſcourage: 
mentro-any.; ourdeſignbeing to-inftruttand cdify, not 
to confound ordiſcreditthem, © +; ::: Hunt in 
.[ 16, Þmt yet wehave thought” fit to limit-the-age of ſuchits 
whom we. ſhall at. preſent inqulge the libertyof | a private 
conference, or addreſſes tom for injtrudion. For. alrbough 


= 


preſent necellary,: conſidering the long omiſfionofrhis 
exercale,;- yer. we-coneewwe. a,;publick .Carechizingefarre + + 
more. adVvantageay; for the good of others, andwoul 
gladly.lay-in for poſterity, a:;better foundationto build 
upon, ip the Rejprmation of ithe-Churchy thenweour 
cshayc Mer WI... ered . of 
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. formacsot Prayer, ut they were alwnies to pray for the 
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7-\ And lafly, eAs to the place, (for fach perſens, a 
will not be perſwaded to come inta the open Congregation wpou 
the Lords Day) to meet ms, we are not overmach follicitoms, 
\W hether it be 1athe Church, or ſome of onr houſes, orat 
ragr own dwellings, we ſhall leave this rothe prudence 
of gach particular Miniſter, and'gratific the weakneſs of 
ourgyYeople in that circumſtance, as they ſhall with any cos. . 
Igiirable reaſon deſire at our hands. 


CHAP. Il. 


Concerning the forme to be uſed in Catechizing, and / 

' why we have made choice of that in the Jejjer Ca- 
techiſme, adviſed by the' late Reverend. Aſjem- 
bly, &c._ | 


V TE. arc.not-ignorant, how. much fome in the - 
*Y .*world (through weakneſs) are prejudiced a- -'- 


gainſt former in matters of Religion. . "The Apoſtle hints . 


the pothbility of mens being pollefied with a forme of God- 
lineſs, and denying the power thereof. Yet doubtleſs a forme 
of Godlineſs 10 any is more commendable, then a courſe _ - 
ot prophanecneſs., All know-how much this part of the” - 
world inthele late years hath been-engaged againft formes 
of Prayer, Though we hope judicious Chriſtians will - 
diftinguiſh betwixt the lawfvllnefs of a forme, and the - 
lawfullneſs of ths or that forme * and again, betwixt the : 
lwtullnels of z/i»g a forme, andthe lawtullneſs of obli- - 
ging Miniſters and People conſtantly to the uſe of one and : 
che ſarae-forme. » The Ayoftle —wagr.106 ves, av Sy xz 
a.orme of godhinefs) .yet tpcaketh honourably of a forme 

. of ſound Dettrine. , And however fome ignorant people | 
may be offendedatthe ſound of the word, yet we hope - - 
jucicious Chriſtians will judg, Thir-asthere were not . - 
much..to be ſaid:;apainſt the —— #2 


" 


things + 


[17] 
things, * without adding. aud. detratiing, (for ſurclyGodis 
EE with varying of phraſcs cxpreflive- of the 
ſame thing.) So the ſame right reaſon will informe 
them, that the Dodtrine of the Golpell being ſcaled, '({o 
that neither an Apoſtle ner Angell ——— JC a- 
ny thing to it,) a forme of ſownd words, may be keps to 
expreſs that,-we have therefore declared our: judge-' 
ment, 7 

I, To makg uſe of | « forme, the lawfullneſs ofitbei 
evident, the expedicnsey of it conſtraines us:co this, Þi 
beſides the diſproportion of Miniſters gifts and abilities, 
the capacity of our people doth require this at our hands, 
how ſball they know what to anſwer Þ muſt we after &- 
| very . queſtion expe@t a ſatisfaftion by Exrhufiaſwve? 
Nyr let any tell us, this is but to learne Children by rott, "and 
ty nurſe up 4 forme of Godlineſt ; that the teaching of the 
Spirit is the G oſpell teaching, 8c. Ve would faine lea 
of theſe our weaker Brethren, whacr ic is that- Childreg/ 


learne at firft otherwile then by rote? do they! not 


 learne to ſpeake by. rote? &c, . Or why Qur Brethren 
ſuffer their Children to learne to write by Copies, (which 
ace formes ia that art) beſides that ſome Children may 
be found ſo apprehenlve, as to conceive the-thing ex- 


' prefied by che forme. of words... However —_—— | 


ment lycth as much agaiaſt 7imothies being 


from his infancy, 2:Tim: 3+ 5. as againſt-what/weare | 


driviog-at... And.ſuppoſing'that withone the/ concurs 
"xence © thelaoZiping Spirit, che. iflue of this 
will be buta,notionallkaowledg in the head,and ato 


if 
of gadlineſs jn the life,, May not as. nauch be ſaid-agati 

Preacliing as agati 5002008 <0 we mend, here 
anticipate,ar juſtle out the teaching of the Spiriegzwehope 
judicious Chriſtians know. how /to diſtinguiſh berwine 
higher by 

inthe ſouls 


int 


bs 
gels, and e 
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DCY8h 
we tome in the nextplaceto agree the partieuſat'forme® 
Where | " PET af FTHE.06; apt ires 
+2. Wedeclare our rcfolution, to make 1 fe of that forme: 
mbich,ir found in the leſſer Catechifme, actviſedbythe lare Re> 
verend Aſſembly; Were aware, thatthis Agreement of * 
aurs,may be table tothe cxeptions o: {6me;aud more ef-" 
gary ey ſorts-of pcrfons. "A FANS 
1, Such whocan allow nothing good, but what was- 
eſtabliſhed by (what they-call) the Choreh of*Ew2 lan). 
heſe will pofſioly quarrell at our laying aſide theforme-' 
preſcribed in-che Book of Common' Prayer. - We are- 
very far from condemning thofe- Reverend Perſons, that: 
— _ hadanhand incormpoſingeither of the Lyrwgy in genes 
rall, .or that. ſorme of Garethizing 1nparticular : but've-" 
rily believethey walked upto their light, and did wor-+ | 
thily 1n their generation. Bur ſurely, God cxpetts high- 
cr improvements from us, and we thinke any (reaſona- 
=  blelearned) 'Divines-upon peruſall of that forme will 
l | find ſome Queſtions inſerted, nor fo: proper for a Cate: 
! | chilm, and teverall Frndamentalf Principles of Religion; . 
very obſcurely hinted; if atall touched :* Which toge- 
ther with the injunCttion of the Civil: Power upon us ro: 
diſuſe that Book; © is ſufficient: warrant for-us without: 
condemningour Reverend Fathers,to lay aftde thoughts of 
ultng thar.  : Dai £21, ho HET? 27 
2, Adſccondſortareſueh; who for want of this form, 
when they centred upon their charges, hve for 'a long 
time inured their people to another forme , either compoſett 
by themſelves,” or ſome other Rovtrend Men |: Ortlle who 
out ofa. defire to-conceale {ome opinionsot their owt1.11 
matcers-of Do&rine; chuſe rather to make Catethiſmes 
ot tcheivqwn; *ther'by the ufe of this'to diſcover their 'o- 
pinions to the world by entringa diſſent unto thethings 
aero here; For _—_ latter we have nothing tq 
ay iit being yery- ufuall for -men»to uſher in wddcady, 
by; 4: mxfie rho arid which -(urwWeſhal more fi y 
expreſs 'by' and-by) we” bave pirched upon this forme, . _ 
Fox theformer, As we! defirero ceverence thoſe'of owr - - 
; La IM, Brethrens 23. 8 


ig] 
ney Who indeaved to ſupply the deleftobformr 
"tirne$;- by uſing their” people to Catechiſmes; more 
hen tar whickrhontadihe! fignature of publick 

bras #<d judge ir bur juſt: they' ſhould feapethe enter 
thcitown-labuurs/'So we bope, that cre this rome they- 
may have brought vp their people ro ſucha proficiency,” 


inthatforme; thatthey may paſs 0n-co-rhig,” and keep 
uniformity withus, 'whichiwepcrſwadeguriclvesthey: 
will amore eafies becauſe itt matter theywill find ns: 
difference,'1 Wehave nothing cofay* to luch as ouref- 
deligne, of ſingularity, ſet up anorker' method; 
thac tholeluſts ought ro be mortifiedand'/not humoirel 
and indulged.” And-for the opinion of ſomes jd 
forme" ls too latge Exyerience hath taught ſome of us! 
the vanity of i Ret being no more then Children'of ſeavery 
year's Gowb ave with much Haciliey,inu thorr nog 
through, 

3. But'there is a third fort;' who have' nochingy 
againſt it;3 but! that itewas ngreeZbyithat- Keveren 
ſembly, and they are over jzalous for us, as if = 
Jurare 1 verba <HMoap #44. :Þ'o convince thoreforc Kee 
Brethirea,. thar wohave more to fiy:tor the a 
this-then-atiy-other forme extant, -we ſhalt ha 
risfie our Brerhren: Wityour Realorarhy wehave Ho - 
ed! \upo it. 54. 2% £: 21-1i2ifþh bd 

There are five ies which we j Migreaonabie forus 
to: attend, "16 making choice of a forme'of Carechilm,/ 
1, Fulneſs of mattev? © 23:Pitriry of Deftrine." i Breviy L 
of "Anſwers,  4iPIMhnof uf phraje,” 5 Orderinep1it To 
which" many aaroeciodneg ©\which yer tazy 'be 
comprehended underrhe larer: I; Wuffornwipgand 2, Pub- 
ws ar SH > 1, ko 7 [72A 30 _— oft 

We- Ope-.cvery ona @bbiftiana judge 
with us cen, if in ochwice N a ogra —_ 
we cait find any forme; that rt 

Spfierne of the Doftgineof 43d ehatinitsHie- 
rive purity, expreſſcdplainlyz-and compiiace #i lafivets - 
| iited _ TS. to = ———_—— — 
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C30] 
- and this forme hath alſo thecountenance of Publick Ay- 
thority, and be pragtplly approved and ulcd} by other 
Churches, of. the ſame perſwation with us in the things of 
God 2 this 1a all reafon oughr to be pitched wpan by 
us, and preterred. before any other forme, and may give 
a juſt ſupcrſedeas, to any necdleſs indeavours of particu- 
lax perſons, .in compiling pd other Catecbilmestor their 
particular Congregations, {pecially conſidering how ſuſ- 
picious ſuch ations may be,and of what:ill conſequence in 
opening the like daore of liberty ro others, who poſſibly 
may haveleſs ability, or further delignes, and may too 
much afte& a fooliſh ſingularity. Every underſtanding 
Chriſtian will diſcerne., the reaſonableneſs of theſe pro- 
pertics and adjunds in reference to the choice of a-parti= 
cular forme, | | 
I. Fallneſt of matter, The deſigne of Catechiz- 
ing being the inftruttion of people in all the Fun 
damentall Points of che Goſpel}, in reaſon we 
xy chuſe ſuch a forme as is a full Syſteme of Do- 
Arine, | 
2. Purity of Dofirine, Where the DoQtrine of the 
Goſpcll 1s not daſht with erroncus Principles, but the 
milke is (asthe Apoſtle calls ic) «2, 4a, fincere with» 
out mixture, That forme of Catechiſm 45: doubtleſs 
beſt, which 1s not, as many corrupting _— _ of Gods but 
as of ſincerity, as of G od, . as in the fight of God ſpeaking in 
Chriſt, (as the EE ſpcakerh of rs 'y _ lis 
Preaching, 2 Cor, 2,17.) One great end of Catechizing is 
the preſervation of the. purity ot NoQrine. The Devill 
himſelfe grants his/yote approbatory of Catechizing by a 
forme, asthe probablcſt courſe to;propagate errors, and 
 Doftrines of Devils, (witneſs the Racovean Carcebilm) 
2 thoſe of the Ropuſh DoRors, --»- Hebert & veiþe ſuos 
4aVaks: t; { 34 1L151 $014 i i THE 366 £58 4 bei of 
'3« Brevity of Anſwers,' For 16118. way of iofiru> 
Zion, fred 19 every capacity, and - the., weakeſt 
Memories , arc to. be..confidercd. /in. the exerciſe of 
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C21] 
Plabmeſ+ or perificwiry. Catechiſticall Doftrine 
ate the Fonndation by the Apoſtle, Heb.6.1.  Meti 
to beſtow carving wotke upon foundation ſtones. 
Truth needs no foarifhes roadorne rne her, ſhe looks be i 
hs And My, ON be 
a Orderlinef,, is a t not to wn; 
wala: By which we ets Sinderſiand ere, arrorderly. - 
Connexion of the ra bot Principlesot + . 
This doth not only make the w Hpernr ill, bu 
cone much bothtorhe helping of the Mcjnory, 1d: 
derftanding alſo; * * WP 
A ilething beitg chiefly defirable in the choice of 4 
forme,” and all ofthem (it we miftake not) evidentto 
every judicious Carilttan m this, partictlat forme, which 
we have pitched upon, we have from'orher rivo confide- 
rations beea over-ruled to-rhis chotee. ' © © 
1. From the conſideration »f the genterall apjroduaien which 
this forme hath received in the Churches of Chriſt, ' Tr be- 
ing thar torhe Dofrine of whicl the Churchegof God 
in New England have ſubſcribed, and the whole forme - - 
agreed u2on, by Brethren of different” perſwations, (a+ 
mongſt our ſelves) in marters of Chureb-croerekiwh 
Ir being alſo received by the Churchof God in'Scorland; 
arid agreed tobenfed as pare of the intended, and defired 
Kaiformity betwixtthe two Nations, andthatin which i 
our Brethren of the Province of Loder, and in other af7 
ſeeiations in ſeverall Counties have agreed ; And wear 
aware of how much confequence it 1s, / ef "as to 
matters of Dofrine;, in the rhiags of , that 
Chriſtians ſhould learne tolpeak 13 avÞ.” the (rene il 38 
Bt pron rhnbvix Apoſtle, x Cor.r.10;dorh i ins 
ya ONS 
New Thiſcech”y (ch Ns Fhobbrks; by the nate bf ch Bard as. - 
ſu Chriſty that you all ſpeaks the fame a ome: er 
» diviſions amongit your.” * | 
2. Nor laſtly, Do we think the 2: 
ble;-mith. which that forme is ' more © clorbe 
ther, It we ſhould. nor allow 


[ 28:7] ; 

whichcom fed ator : tohave had allthe formali- 

ties,of an e llaſticall yr wt or coolcguomly de- 

ny.the obligationof their, Acts, yer ic mult be, confel« 

icd,. 1, Lhat they were: convened and directed to this 

work, by Authority of Parliament. 2. That.this wac.a: 
worke, proper to them.  3- That there were many of them , 
and/rhole holy and Learned Men, . Paitors of ſevetall 
Churches, mughty.in the Scriptures, : furaiſhed with all 
internall.gualifications,. for che work to which the pro- 
vidence XGod called them, 4;That in the comp wy | 
ir,it was ſet up like a Burt, againſt which any Cbar (- 
ſembly, (un which were allo perſons of differing perſwa- 
lions) ,might ſhoot their Arrowes ; and every paxcell of 
itdeliberately peruſed, . That being thus compoſed, ir 
was opealy.'rcad io the Parliament, by that Parliament 
Ordered to be Publiſhed, and all due care taken, that it 
might be laithfully communicated to the Nation from 
the Preſs. -. - Tos 9 Se LR 

We mult profeſs, when we conſider the matter, the 

forme, the Compoſers, the care taken in the Compoſure, 
and Publication;the inrendment of the Aflembly in Com. 
poling, and of the Parliament in the Publication, | we. 
cannot but admire, the deligns of any, who ſince the Pub-. 
lication of-that, hath ;needleſly laboured'to Publiſh any 
other Catechiſme of his. own, . at leaſt with any deſigne 
ro ule 1tiathe publick Congregations, and for our own 
parts, it wecould allow our ſelves. ſuch an humour, we 
ſhowld.feare it would {ignifie .co the world, that we had 
ſome deligns under ſome covert exprefhons, to.innoyate 
in matter of. Doctrine, or that we too: much fancied, 
aur.own methods, and ſingularities, or at IEaſt that we- 

| werenotſo well withersto Uniformuty,in matters of pra-: 
Qiccin the things of God, 1as we deſire we ok, ound 
in Gur generations, And thu; muck: we hope may {atish 
our Brethren for 'our reſolutions concerning the choice © 
of this particular forme,:, 4; oy cls ile 20/4 hs 
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; CHAP. rv. = : mo 
Giving aw account of the imo laſt Aticlt of ear Ag 


ment concerning Catechizing. 


JE two laſt Branches refpett our Agreement in 
K, Judgment _—_— perſons NS. : 
is incumbent, our Agreement as {to point 
hy Glee in order te the oye [ ir wha there ſhall 
appear to us a wilfoll neg E 
we to the po Rc bach cooc fees prot 
upon a ew ve t 
co in a different degree and manner. 
' Magiſtrates, "Bac Magiſtrates, tO command 
die ran of it ; rotakecarethat thoſe uader 
their x charge diſcharge their duty in it; we find an tionous 
rable mention inScripture, of thoſe godly Princes, "that | 
commanded the rmanceof thoſe ch 
Pricfts, and Levites, and people, _ =_ A 
them'in charge to do. F/fi:b commanded 
Abikem,and Achbor,and Shaphan, and Afcbiches ay 
enquire ofthe Lord tor him-: and again he comin 
eth the people to keep the Paſſeover. Aſa comma; xo 
ple to ſerk' the Lore, and todo the Law,” and Conmaiid 
went. Hezckjab commands the Prieſt tooffer Sacrifice = 
_ edroGod commanded TY people to ferk the Lor#Gedo | 
racl, | And we cannot think that'the Schouler of theP 
pbetr (of which we read ſo ofteninche Old Teſtamie 
were crefted otherwiſe then by piblith! _— 3F5) 
arc ſyre if the Magiſtrate beemraſted wir y 
"both Tables, this will follow. We wi calts rantthy 
"the Magiſtrate hath nothing todo, ro command 
-the worſhip of God which God hath not fieſtcomH# A 
ed : But that ir is not his conternment(>y the ervolie 
" oniof his civill authoriry)- as Ita zbſcrvarior 


F'Y 


[24] ESE 
what God hath commanded, is a piece of new Divinity 
to us, and we conceive calculated only for the Meridian 
of lome Atheiſticall Principles, - We arcſare thole who 
negleCt theſe dutics art evit doers, and rofuch the Apo-. 
fie rells usche 21agiftratr ought tobe a rave; t We ons 
clude therefore with the ſuftrage ofthar never enough re- 

5a $yn.Dyyd, nowned Synod of. Dort,. ---{tt ommnes diligenter offcium fa- 
ſejs v3*. ezant rogandiernnt Magiſtrate Chrijtiavi, ut tam ſan& nm 
| meceſſarinns oþus eager, promeveant, . And webleſs 
God that weare notout. of hopes of [eeiag our deſires in 
this thing: We ſhall beg of God,that as he hath in the ſu. . 
preame Conncell of the Land, given ſtrength to conceive 
andto bring tothe birth, ſomething of this nature,ſo that 
ia his own ame he would give alſo-ſtrength to bring ir 
forth : Bur we ſhall proceed-to ſuch,, whom.che work 
more immediately, concerns: Thoſc are ſuchas have the |. 
charge of others under their more immediate inſpeCtion, . 
IeAl Miniſters of the Goſpell, and Elgers of Churches. 2.Such 
4s are entruſted with the education of youth in Schooles. 3.Snch 


«have an Oeconomicall chargegtitber as Parents or Maſter. 
4, Forſuch asare Elders of Churches,. we conceive ya 

ca(c is plaine cnn , not todiſpute whether Paſtor a 

diltin 


. Teacher be twodiltinCt offices, or cxhorring, and teach- - - 
ing two diſtin afts-of the ſame office. © CONCEIVE 
the duty of all ſuch ashave a paſtorall charge, under a 

larger or ſtriter notion, this being, common to both to - 

zed the people with wiſdome and underſtanding , we - 
now. none will diſputethis with us. Asſor ſuch Church- 
es where are Ruling Elders, we cannot wholly exempt 
them from this concctament.. The ſeclading of the ig norant 
fromthe Lords Swppergbtingan at of Juriſditidongin which - 
all that rule in the Church, jo reafon be concerned, . 
and we cannot jjudg itreaſonable, that they: ſhould be 
blindfolded in judgment.-+ Beſides that we find thisthe 
' .exprefsſcnſeof the Synod of Dort,in the place before men- - . 
tioned, andthe Decree of the Magiltrates of Gepewa,, (be- 
forcmentioned) inchiderh them. Period! + 5, 
2. Forſuch asare-inteuſted with the edvewion of youth 
; ; 4 nn 


PET £957 
in Sebooery=We concive we have. 


Nor. can-we-conccive. it, 
Sebooles, for. w 


do. 
Scriptures, buxio order 00 the. 
frine contained inthem?, for — We 


Fe wrg os a Schoolerdayes i 10 nr T arifhes, and we Loſ ages 
hope WC qd in It ap2roOVE Our, FI the conlciences. 5, Drdrac.ſed. 
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ther, po. grandmother, the pps 6 ot mes 6, FT; | 
her of hee 1 that we necd not any thing, how 
Parency{withour inſtruQing their. Chile iathePrinci- 
ples of Religion, ſhould phe tothe Apoltles-com- 
mand-bring them upinthe avrizre and admonition Ls the 
Lond \ WC peg ng} Nor Napa 0comnat — 
the great day-otrhe Lord, 
(out ater 2. whole ſouls-they. allen eng os. | 
account ro.make.. It is an honourable records: es 
Ghoſt hath left of Cornelia, Aﬀts 10.2tbathowmaca iden 
many and one vhat faxred Grd .Fith all raphy ewh:ol gave | 
warch almes to the peoples and. prayed alway.. - 
bl I er eames 
ho any Prieft, anda King ? AProphetto inſtcut hi 


Ts tenants Fentora Catching, aig; + Pr rag WEE 


CE nk wubinds fa avi as ol 
_—_ will, ha. AW0Jthis y have, WS, 


Be [267] 0s 

preſideng, 'P/alns Ter; 2, 7, 4 659 OOO 
Astothe laſt thing mentioned in our Agreement, be- - 

cauſc ir may poſſibly giveſomie- cauſe of rin. we | 


| hall adgea few wordsto. convince our Brethren 


ee of it- EN | expoſe his Civill/ 
be Magiſtrate not pleafitig yet to/ interpoſe his Civi 

ahority, enfoyalin 4 Paris and Shoole-maſters, & c.- 
co do their duty: We haye beenar the greateſt loſsts - 
conſider, '/howrthoſe who are engaged to this-duty, and 
m_ no private or more publick 'admonition -will- 
quicken to the performanceof their duty;--may beenga- 
gcd to the performance, or-deterred from the negle@ of- 


| their ſeverall duties in this thing : Corporall and pecuni- 


Aa Syn. Bord. 


Fl foe 


Helvetiorum 
Tudicium. ibid. 


Bremenſuum . 
7 ud ic.3bid. 


ary mulCts,being neither lawfull for us ro1mpoſe,nor yer. 
proper to theſ>here-wherein God harh ſer us, - We find 
the Divines of Haſta, and Hetvetiz, and Breme, together- 
with Reverend Diodate, and Tronchime, thus giving 1n. 
their ſenſe in their Papers preſented tothe Syno 1 of Dart” 
concerning this Subjet. *eAd# Cane Dominice uſu , 
preſertim in pagie nemo admittatur nifi qui DotirimwamCate- 
chifticam probe teneat , &' fiites [ne rationem's, corans $ota-- 
eccleſia publice-reddir. Sponſi non copulabunturnifi paſtoribut 
ſais in” Relig ione Chriſtiana profetins, ſatis comprobaverinte . 
The Helvetian Divinesthus;-- WTO. 2947 
Hrrdiſcendi ftiudinnm accendatur & foveatur; quicung, Mis . 
irimoniam ſuum publics conſecrari volunt, tenentur if fftere: . 
P aftori ſno, ut huic ſutm ivcanſa Retigionis profetinns probeht: 


| na penes paſtorem; horum vel petitionem admittere, wel ſuſ- - 
pen 


ere, cerriums, preſcribere temopiue, BE, -=<» Nemo etian ex 
Juvenibus ad Cane communionem "admittitier 5 11f6 priew exas - 
minatur an myſter inm hoc ſanttum probe intelligat, ---Ex ju- 


nioribm.non admittitur-teft ts Baptiſm niſi prim examinetur 


an myſieriam Baptiſmi, & quodnam fit officinm tefts intel- 
N2ai Matrimonium meditaniier, eig, benedicivolwnt, pri 
watimoctaſione, prudenter © anice eapta (quale \apud Ai 
guſt. de Catechizandis rudibm eft Iegere) de Religione ſen te= 
exlte,&. quiaſi-aliud agatwr, andiripeſunt, Similnter opports- 
One ; & 4 Hun . 


c 277 
uns brit Chriſtiontumn cans eo inftinere- 
tems ſnum tingendum offerty avt qui ad : 
betun:In primis auters. od Saram Coanam, apy deig 
6c vite explorationtga; religioſaftipulatione oft admittendns, - | 
Paſtores-=-Omne ope at 4, etiam ys anthoritate ſua id « junj- SIE "S 
nioribus puericy, .& pnellis expoſcant &obtineant. mary «eo 
The Divines of Great Brittain, ink rot upvets RE Tron 
chin. ibid. 
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untill pleaſcrh to exerciſe his power... w_ | 
have Mes ro NogiareSleak what the other Divincs thought i ia 
this calc; Their advice isreducible ro th heads: - 
\Thar Miniſters ſhould deny; Martiage t0 fuch as 
ſhould not ficlt give them accountottheirtaich. ..- 
 . 2, Thatchey ſhould deny,to MT ALE as Suxerics in x 
No fore ares 
3 orcthe-Baptizi 
dren of ar obred. to: Baptiſmy, take.a © Sing of eat 
count of tap Parones, iacale hexefulert, oe. . 
vile the w cbbong Bape) 
Re the pr EU OR 
$ SU Per, fox. ſuch, as-ſhall firſt- not ep AS -- 
count of their proficiency iatheknowk CPS: | 


tnitof thele PRO Lzikg pai ne , 
God, which CORCErns: men, as-men,uot as Chriftians,and: 
Members of a Church mcerly, and the of bene 
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_ a piece of prudence fir tobe exerciſed;w 


[287 
of Mrrriage, to engagevparticsto- be Married to a fubmiſ. 
fionto chis qry,though we judg irnecefſary that Chriſti. 
2s whoare concerged to natry inthe Lord, and tocar- 
ry themſelvesin: their relations, brcanmerh the. Gofprll of 
Chriſt, ſhould be-inftruRted in the} Chriſtian fairh,- and 
know the relative duties whichthe Gofpchzequireth6f 
them. : FL tate © WELLSSS it, 4.24 4-1 
Asto the ſecond, It we could ſuppoſe Swretier in B " 
r:fminall caſes neceflary, orcxpedient,  weſould 5 
tt reaſonable and neeeffary, that he:who admits them 
underthat notion, for the education of a Child, / in the 
true Religion, ſhould be firſt affured that they ſhonld be 
fit tor ſuch an undertaking, Bur we cannor lay much 
ftreſs there, becauſe ir neirher appeatsto us from Scrip.. ' 
rure-preceprt, of prefidenr, thar ſuch Sureries ought to be 
admited ;- nor yet have we any record of any Compares. 
for many hundreds of years after Chrift ; Propatres 116 
were allowed, incaſe rhe Parents were unknown, dead, 
fick, or abſent-upofi neceſlary occaſions: and there is nonc 
ignoranthow grolly that ufuage -of the latter Church 
hath been and 1s {till abuſed mthe-Church of Rome, - and 
how abſurdly it hath been uſed in'ourown Churgh, - _ 
3. Concerning Baptiſm, wedo ———_— [that it is 
pertons corne 
to us to deſire Baptiſm for their Children ftotryfiwe cal 
ct an account 'of their 'proficiency in the oowiedg of 
Revlon, and we ſhall oor ſelves (as we ſee occaſion) 
praiſe ir. But in caſe any Parents beſoſtubborn,'that 


- afittime to deale with ſuch Parents, It'isreue; has Bay. 
5 


iſm belongs to the Child inthe right of the Pvenr 
charrhe unbelicying Parenrhath no ſuch tight;bur Visn 
cerrainthatrhe Child may have acajmemn the rightof 


 'As 


g—_— . 
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Apoſtle plainly:cells us, .chat. he he. 
Eords body, cattth' and drinkgth unworthily, . 4nd fo beconse: 
geiley of rhe Bady and Blood of Chriſty .and gateth judgment to 

| Farr And we being Homes lf the fie "God 

f whom it:erequined chat they ſhanld bg faithful, 1 Cor. 4. 
14.2-X;tanvotconccive-wec' ſhould i LRhbey 1a 9 en- 
{ing of that Sacred Myſtery, tochole* concerning whom - 
we have'no evidence, that they are able to examine them 

ſelverg1r to diſcerne the Lords Body. We muſt thetefore look 
uponſuch, x. As Ignorant,and upon rhat account unwor- 
thy. a.As $candalous,obſtinately refuſing inftruftion, and 
upon that - account -alſo naworthy:of- that Commus - 
nion. | 
And it being (as before) concluded from $criptmre, . 
from reaſon,and from the Jufawens of all the Divines in that 
famous (aforementioned) Synod, and by diverſe others in - 
cheir particular writings, to be the duty of Parentsand | 
Maſters of Families, and ſuch as have the education of -. - 
youth in Schooles, to be a piece of their dury allo ; in nor . 

doing of it, they fhall fail in their duty, bath to God, and * 
to the ſouls of to committed to thetr charge,and there- - 
fore will deſerve the more privats admonition of the Pa-- - 5 wa 

ſtor, and more pwblick; admonition of the Church, if that * = 

wil notdo ; and being under ſuch admonition, we ſhall *_ : 
concetye it our duty to withhold the Adminiſtration of ' \ 

the Lords Swpper tothem, .as perſons that are ſcandalous, . 

untill ſuch time as we have evidence of their ſubmiſſion -. 

and reformation : Only we thinke the caſc of theſe may 
admit of exception in the caſe of ſuch Parents and Gover- - 
nours as cannot read, and lomeother ſpeciall caſes... \e - PEO 
have therefore added, [In caſe they refuſe to inſtril them * » 
themſelver, or elſe ts ſend them 10 us to be inftrubted: |. We © * ">," 


hope we ſpeak to perſons, that know ſo-wellthe , Lut _ 
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fity, which God hath givethiem over their Children,”@r 
Servants, that none of thera willſay tous, whorif we oau-" 
not. make them come ? farely the roi! of Corveftion 'is'not: 
only made, biit alſo-pur into-the' hands:of Pareatsand 

Vialter tOO for the backs of fuch' favles * And as none (is fit 
to be truſted, with the governmitiht of the bodies of Chil 
drenor Servants, who if tliey ſhould beſo lazy that they 
would not worke, .could nottell how to bring chem-co a 
hetter mind :. So wejudgthem Eyery way as unfit to be 
truſted with their fouls, who know not how-to uſetheir 
Authority to them, to make them Tubmic cothe Inftru- 
ftionof their ſouls in the thingsof God, 


To all ChriianPeor e, Inhabk 
tants in any Parithes, within 

' the County of Norfolk, | or 
'theCity and County of Nyr- 
wich, eſpecially ſuch asareun- 
der the charge of any of the 
Aſſociated Miniſters in thoſe 


| Counties. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord: | 
NED E having ( expire 


\\W/F/1 0n our long debates) come to a ſet 
\ WWF Agreement as to pratiice, velati _ 


\ 44 | reviving of an ancient and u exer- 

RSS ciſe of Elim among? jo, (ler: 

; ticulars of which Agreement, wit 
reaſons moving us wa Keen} in them, we have 
expreſt) . we have nothing t0 do, but to beſcech: you, | 

there be any regard iobe ry either td your own inmor- 

tall ſawls, or to the ſouls Soſemben Bi God hath betraſt- 
ed you _ if any 7 cer Anemone on in you Warr _ 

them, if you V r00tine, or < . 

ing of ſeals fur Principles. of Falb Thus: would 

in this thing [ubmit. unto 6; "4 wnto thiſe God . 
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C32J CE - 
your ſouls in the day of the Lord Feſus ;, that our ac- 
count concerning you in that day, maybe given up with 
joy, and not. with grief, for that will tous be grie- 
vous, (and we art ſure) for-yol 24 71a uy What 
we defire from you we have already told- you, and it & Pt- 
ducible to theſe two heads, OO ON 

7. . A juſt account from you of your proficiency, un- 
der the means f grace; ſs long continuedto you": that 
you-may fullfill. our joy, While-me. (ball-hive jonie afſu- 
rante from you, that we have nit lahoured am ong#tyou in 
wain. \ 

. 2. A mutuall aſfiſtanee from-yot, 1vabling ws to 
diſchagge that duty-which ae confeſs-our ſelves to owe to 
thoſe under your roofs. \._.* [+ Ks 14 

As tothe firſt « hen you ſhall have duly ronfidered,. 

that we are thoſe who watch for your ſouls; 4nd Band * 
charged with them in Gods Book, we truſt that you can- 
not but judge our motion exceeding reaſonable; confider- 
ing that we cannot perfett our accounts without confer- 
ring Notes with 'yous, What a (td arcount ſhall we have” 
10 give forthoſe ſouls, for whom we ſhall be only able to - 
| fop- Lord 1 what they are, .or how they have profit- 

ed. we cannot .tell,- for they kept their ſouls reſerved 
from us. How can you {aythat ye own the Miniſtery. of: 
the Goſpell, or us as the Stewards'of God., .and yet-re- 


fuſet yr rerun we. are readyto aun oben No 


the firſt m your 


. 


bly) kaom not; whither you | thing, efthis 
(pu; _ of that God, AK ns com other o 
fo be © 


clains , or of thoſe myſteries of which you deſire 
made Fee ? We of Jifocxly convinced that —_ A 
among?t you in whoſe hearts we ſhall find ſuch Principles” ? 
of frawardnefs working, are of the number of ſuch as the was 
Apoſtle calls Children in underſtanding ; aud tend in | 
moſt need of , _ mbat you will. ſee. no need at all of z ad 
leaft we have no reaſonto judge otherwiſe concerning you + 
for the gracious heart is wm ta be ſearched and tryed: 

the knowing ſouls are alwaies deſirous of inflraiFion; and 

thoſe who are awakened to a ſtedfaſ belief, that they minit 

one day give. an. account to God, wilt net only be. fre« 
quently taking account of themſelves, but ready: alſate | 
give an account unto. ſuch, as they judge faithful; not - 
finding it an taſie matter to ſatific themſelves can- 
cerning the ſtate "of. their own. ſouls, or concerning a 


juſs improvement under the. meanes of | grace; "Give 


of God... All knowledge hath.its propurtionae eoodue[s, 
bat this 's more eminent excellency ," both in 6 L2.xw the 
eſsof the. 


leſs) wide: 
ro 


4 The. x .8. 


£34] I 
ble'for hims that pretends to any profeſſion, 10 aprattice 
in any Mechanick, or intelletFuall myſtery, not to know 
the principles of that 4rt or Myſtery, to which he pro- 
feſſeth, and is it not much 'more diſhinourable, to hin 


who ownes the Reverend name t, a Chriſtian,” 10 be ig- 


norant in the Principles of Chiiftianity? Ts light pleaſant = 


tothe eye ? and all knowlede pleaſunt to tht nnderfland-. 
ing, becanſeits proper Objet? ? © and i there no delight 

tobe found in the ſouls' comprehenſion of the things of 
God ? - Is that knowledge ſweet, the atmoſf iſſue of which . 
x but ſatisfying an itch of curioſity, fitting us for —_— 
with Men, or the gaining of an effate vr intereſt in the 
world? and is there no ſweetneſs in that knowledge, 
which prepares us for converſe wth Saints and Angels, 


for a converſe with God in duty, and for the enjoyment - 


of -God himſelf to all eternity * The knowing Chriftian 
who is zealous alſo, is far better than him, that «, zea- 
lows without knowledge ; if knowletlee and zeale” bye in: 
the foul-together, therewill be heat; if zeale runs fofaft 
that it flumbles (as it didin Pauls caſe; and in the Few; 
200) knowledge will lift itup; if a temptation to errors 
or-Apoſtaty prevaile againſt zeale, if knowledge be with 
it, thoſetwoſhall withſlandit, and the threefold" cord of 
knowledg; zeal, and fincerity, in any ſoul will not be eaſily 
broken. | | | 


' 2, Conſider (we beſeech you) the danger of igno- +» | 
- Fance I things God 


Chri#t will come in fla- 
ming fire, to take vengeance, as well upon them that 
know not God, «s upoy them, who obey not the Goſ- 


_ pellof Chrift:© The ignorunt-as well x the diſobedtient; 


ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction ; from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from: the glory of his 


| power; "Beſides how can you believe on him, of whom. 
you havent beard © or #orſbip that God whomyou do 


eh | 35) — 
ot know? or ptrforme that homage of holineſs to him 
which you 40 not underſtand? mes pears 
(elf, apiece of the Tribute which we ewe to Gedz: but the 
faundatian »- upon which every Altar built #o theliving 
God, wm ft be eretTed+; an jugredicnt in everycompoſition, 
from whence he-can fmell a ſweet 'ſavour... - Amer ne-' 
ſcience of things neceſſary tobe known, pollutes us, and: 
makes way for ow danmation. But«... un 0 
 * 'g,, Conſider (Brethren) that ant affeted ignorance” 
is'much moredangerous. - The ſonl that is without 
knowledg is not good, Prov. 19. 2. But he that reftuſenks. 
infttuRion (ſaith -Solomon,) deſpiſethy his own. foul: _ 
he # one who jadgeth himſelf unworthy of-erernall life, 
making 4 covenant with datkneſs; and fubſeribing bis 
own damnation- : «and this ( (arth our 'Swvrcur) wu the 
condemnation!” The-poor | Pagan gropes for theWall, 
becanſe he wants light, 1his man falls intothe-pit becauſe: 
be ſhuts —_ former knows not howto get a know +: 
ledge of God, further then his inviſuble wi clearly. 
ſeen from the things that are-made.: [Theſe like noe » - i 8 
co retain God in their knowledg 4 they are of the alunm- oo 
ber of thoſe.of whom+ Job ſpeaks , who'fay.torthe Al- p 


mighty, depart from us, for we defize not the knows: 3 
ledge of thy waies. - The -wilfalf- ſelf-marther: # the :+ 
reatefſt murther , and the wilfull foul marthertx. "is +2 
(doubtleſs) moſt ſhat- ont of the hopes of eternall life, | 


Give ws leave therefore tobeſeech you inthe words of So-" 

lomon, IC RO wrong ome i{domy-andbow: 
70ur ears 'unto | underſtanding; . ---Leſt you: mourn! 
7: thelift; whe your ſoul and lf be canto 
ed, and fay, How have we hated-:inſtrucion?..and: 
our heart deſpiſed knowledg, -and havenot obeyed he. 
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"ſays, do not we read the Word, ant hear Sermonss in 
order to our inftruttion, what needs Catechizing ?. Fe be-. 
ſeech you SRO is ROY.» i 
3. Toconfider how many , years ſome' of you haye' 
ſateunderour publick Preaching, and yet how- unskil- 
fall you are to this very day in the word of Righteouſ(- 


neſs, What the Apoſtle ſaith to the Hebrews, we fear 


may be apptied to you. . When as for the time you Fe ai 
ro hs been teachers. of- others, = haye need that 
one teach you again whuch be the firſt Principles of the. 
Oracles of God, and are ſuch as. have more need of 
milk then of ſtrong meat, Heb. 5, 12.. For the deman- 
feration of this, you need do no more then Cattchize your. 
ſelves ,  concerning-the natare. of Originall Sinne, zhe 
Juſtification of '#he ſoul. before Goa, &Cc.,, things of 
higheſt concernmrnt to your immortal ſouls ;, to {ay ne- 
thing. of that wafall ignorance which we daily: find 4- 
mong# you, concerning the Natures and Perſonef Chriſt, 
aud the great mf mans Redemption ;\ and dail 
experience ſhews us, how mach thi ignorance expoſet 
Pious ſouls to the temptations of Satan, both thoſe which 
are to fin,” and thoſe which are for ſin, as alſo ta every 
| wind of Dottrine,. and the erronrs of ſuch, who ga about 
o ecive Nor indeed can we reaſonably expect leſs, 
'The Principles of Religion are in the bottom of our Ser- 
mons, but in thoſe exerciſes, the truths of . God are but 
lightly inſiſted upon; now aud then one.of them paſſeth by 
the foal, andit receiveth a:jttle thergofs but it i atten- 
dedwith many txpreſcions, perk only #8: ftirre up. the 
Aﬀettions ;\ for the-eroud of which, thoſe. mho are ſmall 
in ſtature as to knomledg, can hardly difcerne whas the 
Principle i, 'which theS ybje+. of our Diſconr 2664, 
loft in the retinew), ſaitbat the: fruit, of Preaghung ys.[e 
rather in warming thehearts than int tht: informa of 


| HY 
the wdgement 3 Theve the Primeiples of the Dadhin 
ch are anc by one,” (ani that curſorilytoo) by 
onl + but in theſe exerciſes they make « ſtay ar tht 
pou 0 your hearts, and knock once and again, befidles 
that you fet'thers# their native dreſs, mar ave they dif- 
miſſed from you wntill you have viewedthemin everypars 
and got + full cogniſance of them. 

4." Und laſtly ,* Let ue "beſeech our. dearly beloved. 
Priends to conſider, The vanity- of Theit pleas'forca - 
non-ſubmiſſion'to his exerciſe, We ure aware; that 

| ſome of you'will plead your Privitedges , #thers' their 
_ texmptitions,"* #,'4h/74 ſore," their nacurall infirmi- 
bo Give i; lexve vo Touſen out the 55 «little: revjn 


air hoſe who think tow elves priviledged ram thi this jece 
of their duty, challenge th themſelves ſuch's oriuile 7.8 
either from'their Age, of outward quality of thewor 
or from their Married Relation, or ta "Og from their 
former Admiſſion" to"the'S of thE-Lord.; *'Bur 
will any of theſe excuſe an aſfefed ionorance, whenthe 
day of the Lords vengeance bel Come bo be ——— 
them that know not Godt: 17 452 

Y. Fo the firſt it #170e, Dazey ſhouts ſpeaks, ; 
the multitude of years ſhould 'reach-. md Ring, fy 
and that i _ o rent of more difficulty, JEom_ 
far younge 18 receive;! or-retaine Principles:of 
Inflation, Lperdonee teacheth; bar we are yet td: 


that it s a buſineſs of leſs dity' fob ſuch... bad indeed 
_ beenwell," Fn the morning hadnor 

to have ſown their ſecd, burſball the ow 

Pack inthrevening? mm. 
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 #ot in their youth how to do it ; and willlt do nothing to 

conſftraine ignorant perſons that are aged, to-learn the 

things of God, that therr ſouls maybe ſaved in the day of 

Chriſt * Shall the danger of Ry or begging or 
of 


bread, prevaile further with ws, then the danger 
burzing in Hell for ever ? will it excuſe you toanſwer 
the j os of the quick and the dead , hereafter calling 
y0u40 47 Account fs your ignorance in daies of light, -to 
ſay, Lord! we were too old to learne g It was poſir- 
ble but your miſery (through want of good education) 
not to be inftrutted when you were young ; we are ſure-tt 
will be a dammable fin unto you, to ab inſtruction, be- 
cauſe you are olds, you are neareſt to eternity, it ſhould be 
judged your (greateſt concernement to be preparing for 
#t, and John 17.3, It is life eternall to know God, 

and whom he hath ſent, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

. 2. For thoſe-who pleade their Quility, in bar to this 
| piece of their duty, we truſt they will deſert their Plea, 
when they ſhall naveſeriouſly ciafidred, that theſe acci- 
dentall differences betwixt pieces of the ſame clay, will 
wot hereafter be conſidered by the great Potter, with 
whom there isno reſpe& of perſons. Whew the grave 
ſhall hawe ſtripped us of all our gawdry, and our ſeveral 
honours ſhall be L1id inthe duſt, and the reſurredtion ſhall 
4g4in preſent us befere the great Tri of God ;, there 
mill bens Heraldsof Armes, to diſtinguiſh us according 
| to onr ſeveral dignities, Lords and Ladies, E ſpares 5 
Gemilemen, &C.. will be all known, but under the com- 
mon notion of the Sons of Men; At that day the Kings 


of the Earth, the great, and'the rich Men, thechiet 


Captains and the mighty men z ©44-wel. as the. poor 


- Yeomens Children , / have nat 
2 and obeyed the Golpell of our. 


Bondmen avd pee, or ordingry Freemen, and 
. | 
Oo 
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hich without/a pravious knowledee of it: they tarot 
) will be: ſeen; 1adeavouring to haae th elves in- 
_ Dens, . 4nd-44 in the Rocks ot. the Mountains, - 4ud.be. 
heard crying t9 the Rocks, and to the Mountains to fall 
upon them, -andto hide. them from the faceof. him that 
ſhall ry __ Throne, and fr om the wrath 
3 befor 


of the Lam «which none ſhall be able to ſtand. 

Reſides it 1s 11pofible there ſhould be a greater Arg, 

ment of ingratitude and diſingenuity, than for ms. toplead 

the favours of God towards us, in bar or abatement of our 

duty toward him, fr om mhons it is that we are made thus 

to differ from our Brethren, and mho hath therefore done 
it, that we might be the more obliged to our homage. Haw. 
 Contrarily doth that good Man Nehemiah argue in this 

caſe, ſhould fuch a man as Iflye*. [aith he, he makes 

his greatneſs an engagement to duty + we pleade it in ex+ 

cuſe for duty. . He argues from it, anengagement upon 

him, tobe an exampleunto others : Weargue, that ber 

cauſe of it, we ſhould not be obliged tofollow the good ex: 

amiple of others, God of 'old complained of his people | 
Iſrael in this Language : I remember the. kindneſ(s:of Jer. 2. 2. 
thy. youth, the love of. thine. efpouſals.; when thou 
wentelt after mein the wilderneſs, , in a Land that was 

not ſown ; 1/ract was holinels to the Lord :: and the 

fixſt fruits of his.increake, Yerſe 5. . What 1niquity.haye 

your Fathers found in me, that they are gone far from 

me ?. and. have. walked after. iniquity. and...are be. | 3 
come-yain*., Aud again, I did know. theee inthe wile. = bw 
dern&{s, .in the Land of great dronghes. Bur Yerſe;6, © 4 
According to their paſture, ſo, were theyfilled; and — J 
their heart-was. exalted, .therefore baye they forgotten | 
-me- ..Ohthat it might nat be. (aid of. any rewards whore 
God hath ſet. in relations when they, were poore, and 
ow-in the.world, when they went after God inthe wilder- 
4 124th | | H y 


| [467 
#fs of many firtiebrs, and difficulties,” then they were 
ni Aer Laty-or then he from t0 kg know 
andrto follow owro enow the God of their meeveies, they 
ayd their houſes the ſerved the Lord. Themſelves wore 
not above Ordinances, (to wfe the improper prep of 


theſe ſinfull times,) nor their Children, above Care- 
chizing. Bt God hath bleft them with incyeaſe upon 
Tyatling, or exalted them to ſome plates of profit or 
cruſt, and they ave grows great in the world, and now- 
According to their paſture, ſo they are filled, andrhey 
have forgotten him that lifted thens up. This # indeed 
to brcoms like che beaſt that periſheth ; while 1he wan- 
tos horſe is out of fleſh, every Child cat rake him, every 
Rider rule hims;, but when te @ grown fat, he becomes 
anruly, and unfit for bis Maſters uſe. We read toncern- 
ing Saul, rhat God once ſaid. Tt. repentech me thar 1- 
have made Saw” King, '1 Sam. 15.11, For he: 1s 
tirned back from following me. We are af9aid Teft 
God ſhould ſay concerning many, in thit proud and licenti- 
ows age; It yepentath met that Thave advanced ſuch or. 
fwch perſons inthe world, that 1 have ghven'them plen-. 
=  eſtares,' titles off honour or tlignity ; for fince that 
_ titmethey have forgotten me. - | W497 
3.. There # 4 third ſort, who think themſelves pri- 
viledgedby marriage, The Apo#Hle indeed tells ms, that 
thatriage i$an honourable eſtate, and #t ir 4 ſhame to #- 
y to be under an engagement to the performance of de- 
. tres, inwhich he it "an ; The Wife # commanded 
rolearn'of her Husband at home, and the Husband to 


walk with her as-a man of knowledg z but experience 
tells s , how few -theye are tolive up that this duty : yea 
Yhat there are wot many in a tapatity#o performent. We 
"rhinke it reaſonable that wer in ſuch relation, ſhould 

ir Minifters, but we cannt 


"by prudently deals with by t 
Os ihink: 


4 DE 
pint : 


Re Lad in pred os #4 mp _ WA 
thing wore may be jaid, This exerciſe chi 
ing the dus information of Chrifians, as 
_ mental. and mare neceſſary. Principles of. Rel roger 
which (ach [bould be competenth nba. w" Ker 
ularly admitted to that piece of Communion with Gad, 
ut po in regord that all (uch Chriſtians ſts ap obliged ta 
4 growth in knowl cages 45 had 46 4ny other gracts and- 
we.gre ſure thoſe who kuow me? know but in part, and 
this (4s webave formerly argued)  # moſt accommur 
date meanes in order to ſuch a gromth, we are not (ati(- 
fied that this is 4 ſufficient ples for any, wnleſs both they, 
and their Paſtors find that they have attained, ſome more 
than ordinary per{etiov is kpomledge, befare their ad- 
miſion into that degree of Communion. We laokaper 
Catechizinng, 4s an exerciſe deſigned to an higher = 
than the meer preparing of Communicants for the Table 
of the Lord, ana For we preſume that none adrit- 
ted to that Table, by _ ws oat Minifter, fbalt 
need he Hm ny Fins a.to _ ot = 
inthe firſt Rudiments of Religion yet wet ex- 
erci hc in 4 ſhort time be ſo farre improved, that it 
mill not appeare 4 paerile exerciſe fs ed imend (God mi 
lng) -tobegin withihe ſhort C " L— 
the Aſſembly) avd is examine. P 9 
the Scriptures Hageadt then iq examnethe Phono 
4þÞes as ee that their ; dds - | 
NSA words Frevech but an the w 
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bring ſeme of our people beyond that\ſhorter formeto give 
%s ſome account of the larger Catechiſm; we heartily wiſh 
all thoſe in Sacramentall Communion with us, were thus 


 farremſtrutted : but we find by tos frequent experience, 


that even their knowledge i very diſproportionate, tothe 
meanes of grace which wr enjoy ; atd that few of theys 
have a diſtini# and orderly knowledee of the firſt Princi- 
ples: of * Religion, and are much at loſs, to prove by 
Scripture, what they profeſs to know,” andbelieve. Nor 
would we willinely reft here, but would gladly bring up 


ſome of our people, to grue us. account of our Sermons, | 


and of ſuch Queſtions, as we ſhall out of the roade of the 
Catechiſmes, propound for fn further explication of 


the Anſwers found there. Now if we'can ever ripen 
this exerciſe to' ſuch a perfettion,” every one will judge 
that bere will be ſomething more done, than can be expect- 
ed from Children, And we conceivethat if any lack who 
are infulleſt Communion with us, ſhall think fit to An- 
ſwer us ſome Purſtions, inthe face of the Congregati- 
on, beſides th: advantage may redound to others, who 


may thereby be encouraged to their duty, there may no 


ſmall advantage acerew by tt to their own ſouls, whilſt by 
this means, their knowledge will be perfetted; aud their 
judgements ſetltd concerning the things of God, and they 
will be enabltdtogive a reaſon of their hope, to every one 
that ſhall aske it of them. | | | 

2: There: #s' 4 ſecond ſort, who have nothing to 
plead but the force of a temptation, from the ſcorne 
and reproaches of their Neighbours, or poſſibly thoſe 
That livein the ſame. Family with them. 1/ho ſo remem- 
bers Abraham's Family, was not free from a T{hmael, 


and'that a'Michal-was found' in the boſome of "him, who 
was the man according to Gods own heart, 2annot 
reaſonably expert, that the large family of God, (whith 
. ; X — £5: 


6 
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#h#:Church) 'fbould be without ſome profane Seoffers at 
thoſe who ure better than them, x np trns = 


diſconragement to-thoſe; who are not ſo wel{ exerciſed in 


rhe things of God; as'to have tafted the comfortable. ad- 


wantages;' which are the returnes and rewards of 'duty in 
this ife. © The Phariſees ſcandal, (Jobn 7. 49. Have 


any of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on him, 


but this.people which-knowerh not the- Law, and are 
curſed?) thrown in.'the. face of theſe. young Diſciples z 
made the generality of themturn head, and eo every man 
to his own houſe, They had not fate down before and con- 
ſidered, what it would co3t them to become Chriſtians. 
"We heare the whiſperings of vatn-perſons What? will you 
go'to be Catechized like Children?will ſuch as you go? 
do:youſee any but Children, and thoſe the Children of 
ordinary perſons too that come there © &c." It b:ing not 
in our power to prevent the throwing of thoſedarts,we ſhall 
only make it our buſineſs to arme you againſt them. ' 
I. Inthe firſt place. What «-Jaid of honowr, That 
it is more in him that gives, than 1n him chat receiyeth 


ir, # (were ſure) much more true of reproach and. 


diſhonour.” '1t # 4 poyſon only harifull-to that ſoul which 


alighteth. ' It'is rhat-which comes out of'a man, ſuch 
4s vain words and ſinfull aitions, or lufts within a man 
which defiles him, not what i thrown upon him fromthe 
hands of another ; 'It is, and onght to be a ſmall thing to 
a Chriſtian, to-be judged of Men, be ſhould remember that 
its his lotto go throngh ewill as well as goodreport.. | 
2. Suppole they be moſt of the poorer ſort that ſub- 
mit to this method. of inſtruction , Yet Hearken our 
Beloved Brethren, bath-not-God choſen the-poore of 


ſpitteth it, and Ficketh not at all to the face #ponwhichit A 


this world-to be rich ir fajth,. and heires of the King- 
dome, which he--hath-promifed unto -them that love _ 


—_ 


James 2. 55. 
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him? The reaſon is not becauſe the vichty Aold mob 


wit toit, but becauſe they are hild captive by their luits, 
that they will not ſybmit to this inftrultion, And there 
is 4 more ferret rauſe of that too; * Not many wiſe Men 
afrer the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called but God hath choſen, The baſe things af 
| the world 3 - aud things which are deſpiſed hath God 
choſen, That no fleſh might glory before the Lord, | 
3, 1t was # ſmart reply which David madeto Michal, 


mocking hine out of a window, while be was my be- 


fore the Arke, 2 Sam. 6, 20, Howglorious ( ſaith ſhe} 


was the King of Iirael to day, who uncovered himſelf 


in the eyes of the Handmaids ot his Servants, as ane of 
the vain fellows ſhameleſly uncovereth himſelfs: He xe- 
plies, Verſe 21, It was' before the Lord ,* who choſe 
me before thy Father, and before all his houſe to ap- 
point me a Ruler; therefore T will play before the Lord, 
and I will be baſe in my own fight; and of the Maidſer- 
vants, which thou haſt fpoken of, Tſhall bethad in ho- 
nour. Why ſhould not the [ame ſpirit be found in our 
Brethren, which was found in the Man according toGgds 
own heart ? why ſhonld notthey anſwer the Michals and 
Ithmaels of this generation, in the ſame dialett and ſay, 
It is for the Lords [akt that 1 am willing to ſubmit to any 
method of inftruttion, for the Lords ſake who hath com- 
warnded me to bow my eare to underſtanding , for 
the excellency of the knowledge of —_ Chriſt my 
Lord, for which St. Paul accounted, all things loſs and 
dung,that he might but win Chriſt 4 For"the Lords 
ſake who (1tru#) hath choſen me to obtaine eternall life 
throuzh the knowleage of his truth, and poſſibly hath caf 
off your ſouls, and left youto your ow ves ra 92 
you ſhould ſee, and hearing nnderfland, and your fo 
ſhould convert ,and be healed, It i for my\nmmortall. _ 


C4T 
Ki db it (which 1 know whine innit 
(3 Gp 2,) If by ay meanes F 
rxine'td the reſurre@tion of the the dead. 1 will ther, 
fo inftratiion,ir this ing. 


bs ther” Na 
fwre of Solomon way be 5 ec) 
whorefuſe intu@inn1 wid yk more ie ach ferſ 


daixe to bet as- 


fake, 1h 
hot be 


I will be baſe in yy own 


counted 4 fool;that T may we Agra ſalvation. My Van 
ſoul 's 51 mtely more proviout 10. nity thei my name + 


mongh the 8 ons of Belial. Of all fobri Chriſtiaus,yea of all - 
je but morally virtues , ws be 'had in hogour. 
Tea thoſe vain my whone- you ſpeak that theywill |, 
reproach mt, ſhall honour men rhe of their viſttation.. 
Moxynine for fin;never deſtroyed umm oe at. Proy- - 
#,never ſpoiled a filk ftocking;nor fubmi 108 10 Ce 
techizing,ever | hinder any ones preferment in Marriage. 
4." Andlaftlh; (Brathren,) It wecannotgetover fo. 
fall a ſtumbling block;-as a ſcorner$.tongue in out way 
to Heaven,how ſhall we endure « Priſon'c - how ſhall we 
_ (if called toit) reſiſtunto blood £ The. Apoitle tells as, . 
Thar all who will livegodly in Chriſt  Jelus ſhall ſuffer 
pr fenebeg, "Of all perſcentions that from the tonene - 
{ dbabHeſs)" the leuft. Tn hve raed of ſome - who 
bk this form of Catechumeni is Origen'sSchovl pro- 
ceedelt Martyrs, birt we never read of any that did ſo-who- 
Hurbling at the rhreſbold,wouldnot come Lou this Schaal. . 
3: There is yet «third Plea, which ſane put 4n 10 exciſe 
them from this peve _ ya und that. is fromttheernatu-- 
rall infirmity, by « wiftake, they nickname mo; 
deſty; 2ho 6 yas wil mor a er them, 19 expreſs thei 
ronceptions eſpecially in a pablick Congregation. 19 this 
plea Women are thiefly conceraci; who mula bigheſt pre 
rences tp this virtue,” and would feems-30 have mngolic 
edit 19 their Sex. To whichwe anſwer, t. ad 


That 


- 1, 


te That we conceive it is 4 plegsinſifted, mp 


Lafteas quid 
pre te fers ſine 
linteo mammil- 
Is? Qaid boc 
eft »iſ; dicere, 
Poſce ! poſce /! 
frado, Pontan. 
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licentious age at a: farre teſſer advantage thap formerly - 
it might have been urged upon. Heretafore indeed-(uch a. 

wid had poſſeſſed dont worldythat 4.V irgin, mu 

not be 0m in a Congregation with a fqce uncovered; (Re- 
beccah would ftormeer:Uaac, -before ſhe had put on her 
vaile) andthe wiolation of this Law. of modeſty, was, (uch 
4 ſcandall, that Terrullian calls her ,that in his times mas 
ſeen without her vaile is the "Congregation, \Caput.nun- 
dinatitium,pudor oftentatitize virginitatis. None but ]eze- 


»bel then would paint her {elf, and lookout at a window; 


. 
Ls 


and the very Poets would deride them, as preſumed ſons: 
-pets,who made their breaſts. naked, Weſay had the plea 
been inſiſted upon in that baſhfull agt,it mizht have js 


fied ſomething inreality, But when we conſider the 1ymo- 


#4, a«an hinderance to this ſubmiſ 


deft liberty taken in theſe duties, by too.many of that Sex, 
in diſcovering their nakedne(s inthe ſight of the world, 
"yea even'in the publick Aſſemblies, for divine; warſhip 
(without regard to the Angels\ſtretching outthetr wanton 
-necks,andmincing it as they ami ny with whnt ons, 
in mixed dances,. yea at publick Taverns and Innes, &Cc 
We areapt to think, that the euard of modeſty, which na- 
ture ſeemed originally to have ſet upon them, is long ſince 
dimiſſed, aud wonder to hear of it atty more inthe world. 
' /2. Dothnot nature it ſelf teach you, tomake mode- 
ſty give place in caſes of neceſſity, though of no lygher 
concernment than bodily welfate © And have we not at- 
monſtrated a neceſſity of being inſtructed in.the things of 
God? or are ſoul necefrities leſs conſiderable thay. thoſe 
which incumber bodily life or health ? may the barres of 
modeſty be honourably' paſſed for the latter, and left for 
flumbling blocks to the former? yg nag (bt 
Neither do we think true modeſty, 4pthe. Jef concern- 
Tor Which of you who 


maARE 
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1p ake.this your plea, ſhould any of ws (though before never-” 
ſe many witneſſesNenguire of you concerning your bealththe 
welfare of your Parents, or other relations,, or your ater; 

mor ldly conternments,would be ſo overcame with modeſty, 
4þ-#0t 10 58 us an d{wer? and why ſhould your mede oy 
be pleaded only when we tome td quary. you concerning tHe 
things of God,anathe toncernment of Sr hogs Tk 
4. To.roncludeithis therefore we canlagfh gant that © 
there maybe albametacidnels 1n ſome, which may binder- = 
their ſubm(ſiov to this uſefull ex:rciſe; But 65 the Philolor 
pher will allow nothing of this nature the name of a mor, 
rallairtnes fomuch leſs is this 14m r£14.4, to be hurnoured,” 
mhich s an exceffive ſhame, reflraiving us. from what of. 
#t ſelf is praiſe-worthy and honorable. If therefore any. 
plead th in earneſt iwe have nothing tods but tdtellthems,. 
that it. is a laft nat 20. be gratified,but mortified, Andinwe-: 
ryideed, mhatforver of this-15:reall inf any, ariſethmeenty. 
Fon # fear of diſgrace, - which (as to the thing) will no 
langer abide in any,than nntil they be raiſed to 4 confidence - 
of their ability to ſatisfie their duty in it,and be convinced - 
F this a4 their duty,and the eternall cancernment of their 
ol; that they may not periſh iHr wantof knowledg. We: 
have(we iraf\eid enough to preſs the firſt thing whichw# 
had tarequeſt of you. The ſecond was © Wo 
- 2-A mutvalaſliſtance from you.as you are governaurs... 
of others, enabling us to diſcharge that dugy, which we. - 
confeſs our ſelves to'awe unto the Childten, ayd .Sex-. 
vants committedto your-truft. And tbe intwo things .' 
' 3+ Your more private preparing. themtor our work... 
2. The exerciſe of your authority, in Maerey ng Y 
appearance tous when we axe xvaiting upon:this fervice, - 
dstothe firfs of thrſezne do defor our Hrethrento confuder. 


x1. T bat the common Obligations which a 


engageth Pareuts and Makers, t@ take care-obcheir,”. 
* bs | I. a hd 
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- Childrens and Servants ſouls,as well as of their outwat 
being and wellfare; they alſolye under the obligatisn 
& a poſitive divine-Law to- the' performanice'of what * 
we deſire of them. The Iſraelites were as; fo fotike all” 


' opportunities to whet the Law of God upon thtir Childsen, 
Deut, 6.6,7. and 10 cauſe their Children to underſtand the 
Paſſeover, Exod. 12.Both Children #nd Maſters are char- 
ged (in the fourth Commandment ) with the ſouls of their 
Children, and of their Servants, to ſay nothing of the ex- 
amples of Abraham, David,the'Mother and Grandmather 
. of Timothy, &c, Elie's neglect of his Family cauſed the! 
ruine of bimſelf and it, Whatever any of ow Brethren may 
fancy, there never comes a Child or Servant into any of 
their fumilies, but he comes with this warrant from the 
great Lord of Heaven and Earth, Keep the foul of this. 
Child,this Servant:forifit bemiſſingamongſ the num-: 
. berofmy ſheep ar the great day, through thy neglect in: 
reproving,inſtructing,or timely correcting, or reſtrain+' 
ing it, thy ſoul ſhall go for it. I RESIGN 
' 2, Webeſeech our Brethren to coufider, That the duty, 
which we preſs uponthem,is within the compaſs of their 
power. Tos cannot teach your Children, or Servants rhe. 
fear of God, but you may teach them the knowledg of Guile 
jou cannot convey grace into their hearts,but you may con 
vey 7 wan into their minds You cannot bring themto 
Chriſt but you-may bring them to Churchz Doubt eſs the = 
miſſron of noauties will be ſo ſeverely revengeduponpto- 
ple,as thoſe which even in our lapfed eftate we bavea plows 
er to performs if we want not an beart tothem, and refuſe 
the performante of them, - DLO 
. 3. 'Wedare aſſure everyone of you, that in the per= 
formance of this hity;yodwrlt be ke ie Husbancman 
(of mboms-rhe Apoſtle ſpeakethy-whoreaperh," firlt of his 
own fruit.Thoſe who know moſt of God will beſtperforme 


their diny fo you; we'cannet but look upon thi wndut ay 
SFr s: >. ws; L | ft i - 0 


_ their "Y .Whence « itthat Jour Children or Servams are. 


your Chuldren/and Servants to appeat unto us waiting 


of your Children,anddhans a6 our rEovats ety 7 
ht them better things; and wniſbment in ther 
miſcarriages you may many of you read your iniquityin this 
neglect Fargo n | ies 
4.WWe are ſure, That by this performanc our, yt 
you would much. facilitate our work. The emacefjolr A 
fters and Parents, inthe inſtruttion and gorvernment: 
their families, hath almoſt made the wor #3; buthaf M, 
ftrates and Miniſters unpratticable as tothe Vatitude s 


either aſhamed or afraid;to give any account tows uf their. 
knowledg or profi # ARGS 0u7 Preachi to them, but. 
becauſe it « a flrange thing to them,to whic they were Me- 

:r accuſtomed at home. 

5. We might further adde,That by the pradtice ofthis 
duty he would find no ſmall FOE ay ariſing to your 
own fouls, and this not only inthe fatufattion you won ould 
have,while 1au ſhould ſee their proficiency inthe knowlede - 
of God,and you (ball in the death , or miſcariage of anyef, 
them , have the te + aw of 4 ad ufoans that you. 
have not been defettivue in your aa tothe: Bat alſo in 
the further confirmation of your own fouls # in the treths. 
of God, - flirring up- your own mind; by way of remem-. 
brance,  1t will be of the ſame uſe toyon, that the Fewiſh 
Phylacteries were to them,by means of which the truths of 
God will be alwaies kept in the eye of your minds.” 

Th ſecond thing which we have to beg of you" -The 
exerciſe of your authority in commanding and requiring-- 


this piece of our Miniſtry... Aud fer2his-we 
the more ve ndery gee the Civill Mavi COIN 
pleaſed ta hal bi abr Era 
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ave 
do very little 7 aſe who reuſe. 
this latter part of their duty will do much tefs. Pe will Wot. 
ſuppoſe that any Maſter or Parents ſhall fo little anderfand © 
the Authority, with which God hath inveſted them, as to- 
rel! ns,that they cannot make them come. The Centurions, 
Servants (of whom we read in the Goſpel). were at bettes* 
command, And anqueflignably if the Lord had not thought. 
be had cloathtd you with « ſuffitiency of power over your 
Children and Servants, he would never have reds hs 
#þon you;to take care that they ſbould keep bis Sabbath boty,. 
We Parra addt. nn more,but commend you all #a the Lard,'. 
and theſe things to your ſerious confidetation,; imploring- 
tebſn of bigrares OS 
ay of FINIS. 
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